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16420 S. Westland Dr., Gaithersburg, MD 20877 | 301-963-1955 | gslp91@hotmail.com | www.gslp-gaithersburg.org 
 

Dates to  
Remember 

Mrs. Allen’s pre-K class discusses how they spent 
the winter break on p. 4. Also, enjoy photos of 
their 3D snowy branch art on p. 1, drawing 
prompts on p. 2, self-portraits on p. 3, handprints 
on p. 4, and Christmas tree on p. 5. 

Class of  
the Month 

.2. Teddy Bear Days, Winter Clothing 
Reminder, Monthly Movie, New Church 
Members Lunch, Book Recommendations 
.3. 2014-2015 Registration Information, 
Class Offerings, Judy Center Shoe Drive 
.4. FAQ on Conferences, Teddy Bear Biscuits  
.5. STEAM, Kindergarten Expectations 
.6. January Songs and Fingerplays 

Ready for Kindergarten? Find Out! 
Mrs. Kathy Allen, whose class is featured throughout this issue of the 
GSLP HOME + SCHOOL CONNECTION, will lead a Kindergarten Readiness 
Discussion on Wednesday, Jan. 22, at 9:40 a.m. This introduction to 
kindergarten will provide helpful information for all preschool parents, 
care providers, and extended family members. We encourage you to 
come whether your child has just started early pre-K or is already 
clamoring to buy their first school backpack. 

Mrs. Allen will discuss the things Montgomery County schools are looking 
for in children entering kindergarten, which include motor and social-
emotional skills in addition to academic ones. Check out page 5 in this 
month’s newsletter for some examples. In addition to her years teaching 
at GSLP, Mrs. Allen has children in Maryland elementary schools herself 
and can share tips from her personal experiences with the kindergarten 
process. She will also share suggestions for activities families can do at 
home to prepare children for the next step in their education. 

Many families may be wondering if kindergarten early entrance or an 
extra year of pre-K is right for their child. The information presented at 
the Kindergarten Readiness Discussion, along with information provided 
by your child’s teachers during winter conferences (see page 4), will 
assist you in making informed decisions about placement for next fall.  

As only one session is available, parents wishing to attend the discussion 
whose children are not in class on Wednesday should feel free to bring 
their preschooler to the discussion. Siblings are also welcome to attend. 
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Mrs. Allen’s class used white paint and glitter to decorate the soft blue paper 
and the long branches in this hallway display. Looks like winter is here! 
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Corduroy, by Don Freeman: This classic picture book tells 
the story of a teddy bear in a department store who goes 
on a quest to find the missing button from his overalls so 
that a little girl will finally take him home. A great read for 
Teddy Bear Days!  

The Snowy Day, by Ezra Jack Keats: This Caldecott winner 
tells the story of a little boy who wakes up to find it has 
snowed. Children can easily relate to the feeling of magic 
and wonder that comes with exploring a snowy world. 

The Biggest, Best Snowman, by Margery Cuyler: Little 
Nell’s family always tells her she’s too small to do things 
with them. Nell and her animal friends then work together 
to build an enormous snowman in the woods, convincing 
at least some of the big people that Nell can be a big help. 

Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See?, by Bill 
Martin Jr. and Eric Carle: This simple rhythmic, rhyming 
book is fun for kids to chant along to, and the illustrations 

are colorful collages. Polar Bear, Polar Bear, 
What Do You Hear? is another good 

choice. 

Roaring Rockets, by Tony Mitton and 
Ant Parker: Pre-K students learn about 
space in January. Share this rhyming 

book about animal astronauts 
blasting off into the stars. 

Teddy Bear, Teddy Bear, Come to School! 
It’s time for the teddy bears to have their (school) picnic!  

GSLP will celebrate Teddy Bear Days on Jan. 16 and 17. 
Children will bring their favorite teddy bear (or other 
special stuffed animal or doll) to school to participate in 
several fun class activities. Some classes may plan a real 
teddy bear picnic; others might ask kids to come to school 
in jammies for a pajama party. Check class bulletin boards 
for specific information. 

Please have your child bring only one stuffed friend. Label 
each stuffed toy or doll with your child’s name so that 
teachers can make sure it goes home with its owner. 

 

Bundle Up – It’s Cold on the Playground! 
Classes go outside every day, weather permitting. Please 
send your child in a heavy winter coat, hat, mittens, and, 
especially if there is snow on the ground, warm winter 
boots. Girls should wear pants or heavy leggings under 
dresses. 

Please label ALL coats, hats, and mittens. Children 
sometimes have trouble identifying their own items when 
they get mixed with everyone else’s. 

 

January Movie Night: Despicable Me 2 
Head to the upstairs lobby on Fri., Jan. 10, at 6:30 for the 
monthly Movie & Pizza Night featuring a free screening of 
Despicable Me 2. RSVP for the 6 p.m. pizza and potluck-
sides dinner to youth@goserve.net. This event is  free  
and open to everyone!  

The Young Family  Group’s monthly potluck and 
discussion will be Sunday, Jan. 12, from 4-6 p.m. Email 
penny@goserve.net for more information. 

 

Join in at Church New Member Lunch Jan. 26 
Good Shepherd Church will hold an informal new member 
orientation session with buffet lunch on Jan. 26 from 
12:30 to 2:30 p.m. in Shepherd’s Hall. Talk with Pastor 
Dave and other church leaders and learn about the 
church, its mission and vision, and what you can expect as 
a member. If interested, RSVP to penny@goserve.net. 

Good to Know! 
Insider Information for GSLP Families  

Mrs. Allen gave her students a drawing prompt for this bulletin-
board display: “Me decorating a Christmas tree in December 
2013.” Children can draw to communicate ideas before they can 
write them, which makes drawing an important literacy skill. This 
kind of representational drawing is advanced art for young kids. 
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Shoe Drive for Judy Center 
We want to thank all the families who 
contributed to the Creativity Bags for the Judy 
Center children in December. You helped give 
many children an extra special holiday 
season!  

GSLP’s outreach efforts for the Judy Center 
this month will focus on collecting shoes. 
Several children at the Judy Center do not 
have well-fitting, warm shoes or boots to keep 
their feet toasty during the cold winter 
months.  

If you have gently used shoes or warm winter 
boots that your own children have outgrown, 
please drop them off in the preschool office. 
It’s been a chilly, snowy winter so far, and 
your donations are sure to be appreciated! 

At the beginning of the 
school year, Mrs. Allen’s 
class created self-portraits 
using people-shaped cutouts, 
wallpaper samples, and yarn. 
The children drew their faces 
and wrote their own names 
to label their doppelgängers. 
For the hallway display, 
which was titled “All About 
Me,” the teachers asked 
each child what set them 
apart and made them 
special. The teachers then 
typed the children’s 
dictations and positioned 
them under each child’s 
picture. They hit the ground 
running in pre-K! 

Applications Available Soon for Next Year’s Classes 
January means it’s registration time again at GSLP!  

Registration packets for current Early Pre-Kindergarten students were 
distributed in January. Pre-K students returning next year and families 
wishing to enroll younger siblings of current students should stop by 
the office anytime to pick up registration packets.  

Registration forms must be returned to the preschool office before  
9:45 a.m.  on Mon.,  Feb. 3. Parents are encouraged to return 
completed registration forms as soon as possible. Forms received 
after the deadline will not be processed until after students whose 
forms were returned on time have been placed into classes.  

Teacher assignments are not made until after the end of the school 
year. As such, teacher assignments should not be assumed to remain 
constant and should not be considered when choosing a class. 

1

Early  Pre-Kindergarten 2: Students must turn 2 years of 
age by March 1, 2013. Toilet training is not required.  

• Tues./Thurs., 9:30 a.m.–12 p.m. ($200 per month) 

Early  Pre-Kindergarten 3: Students must turn 3 years of 
age by Sept. 1, 2013. Available options are: 

• Tues./Thurs., 12:30–3:00 p.m. ($155 per month)* 

• Tues./Thurs., 9:30 a.m.–1:30 p.m. ($230 per month) 

• Mon./Wed., 9:30 a.m.–12 p.m. and Fri., 9:30 a.m.–1:30 
p.m. ($255 per month)** 

3

*Early  Entrance:  Students whose birthdays fall between Sept. 2 and Oct. 15 may seek early entrance into the Afternoon Early Pre-K 3 or 
the STEAM Pre-K classes. **Lunch Bunch: Students may also enroll in Lunch Plus Enrichment (MW, 12–1:30 p.m.) for $65 per month.  

Good Shepherd Preschool Class Offerings for the 2014-2015 School Year 

2

Pre-Kindergarten: Students must turn 4 years of age by 
Sept. 1, 2013. Available options are:  

• Mon./Wed./Fri., 9:30 a.m.–1:30 p.m. ($320 per month) 

• Mon. through Thurs., 9:30 a.m.–12 p.m., Friday 9:30 
a.m.–1:30 p.m. ($365 per month)** 

STEAM Pre-K: This Pre-K class will feature a new 
curriculum. See page 5 for more information. 

• Monday through Thursday, 12:30 p.m.–3 p.m. ($245 
per month)* 
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Conference FAQ 
When are  w inter conferences? 
Winter conferences will start in the 
second half of January, after the teacher 
prep day on Jan. 21. Check your class 
bulletin board for exact dates and times. 
Please note that some conference dates 
may have changed since your teachers 
gave you the January class calendars. 

What do we discuss at win ter 
conferences?  
Winter conferences are an opportunity 
to discuss how your child is progressing 
in all curriculum areas, including social-
emotional, motor, and academic skills. 

How can we prepare for our 
conference? 
Teachers will soon send home a 
questionnaire in that asks about your 
child’s feelings about school, their 
interests, and areas where you think 
your child needs assistance. Please 
return these surveys by Jan. 16. 

What wil l  we see at w inter 
conferences? 
Teachers will go over the questionnaire, 
your child’s progress report, photos of 
your child engaged in learning activities 
in the classroom, and work samples 
that demonstrate their progress. 

How do we sign up fo r a 
conference time? 
Check your class bulletin board for sign-
up sheets. Times go fast, so plan on 
having a few backup choices in mind. 

What i f  we can’t make it  dur ing 
the l isted times? 
If you absolutely cannot make it during 
the scheduled hours, talk to your 
teacher ASAP to arrange a telephone 
conference. 

Where wil l  my chi ld be? 
Children will be in their regular classes 
either with their usual assistant teacher 
and a trained substitute or with another 
GSLP lead teacher and a trained sub. 

What i f  our  conference is  last?  
Late pick-up fees will be in effect! 
Please make sure to have alternate 
pick-up arrangements that day. 

Cinnamon-Sugar Teddy Bear Biscuits 
1 7.5-oz. tube buttermilk biscuit dough (makes 10) 
1 egg, lightly beaten 
2 tbsp. sugar mixed with ¼ tsp. cinnamon 
Use one biscuit for body. Cut another to make two arms and 
two legs, and another to make a head and two ears. Place 
pieces next to body to form bear. Brush with egg. Sprinkle 
with cinnamon sugar. Bake at 425 degrees for 8-10 minutes. 
Adapted from Taste of Home.  

Mrs. Allen’s class investigated what happens when you mix different 
colors of paint. They used handprints to record their findings. 

We asked Mrs. Allen’s and Mrs. Shelton’s class what they did over the holiday 
break. They were eager to share their experiences! 

“Snowman. My house has snow.” 

“Santa got me presents and me opened them.” 

“I got a fire truck, and I got firemans and Buzz Lightyear. That’s what I got.” 

“I went sledding. I opened presents. I got an Octopod for Christmas. I really did 
everything!” 

(What did you get?) “A toy monster truck.” (What did you do with it?) “Play with 
the remote!” 

“I’s went down the mountain thing. I went in a sled, and my daddy spin me. 
And you had to do it by yourself when someone spin it.” 

“I was sliding with my brother, and I was making snowballs and making a 
snowball castle and throwing snowballs and all kinds of stuff.” 

“I did open presents. I got Hot Wheel motorcycle and a police station with cars 
and auto stuff.” 

“I was opening presents and seeing my friends. I was seeing my cousins and 
seeing my friends. I was seeing my cousins at my house and opening 
presents. I got so many presents. And my mommy and daddy were eating.” 

“I snuggled with my mom.” 

“I went to tubing – snow tubing. Snow tubing means to go to the big slope or 
the little slope. Little kids should go to the little slope, and big kids should go 
to the big slope.” 

“I played with my sister. I played this game when somebody moves onto this 
rope backwards. You just run around. The front is the horsey, and the back is 
the one who says, ‘Giddy up!’ We usually take turns doing it.” 

Question of the Month: 

How did you spend winter break? 
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Pre-K Heads Full STEAM Ahead in 2014-2015! 
GSLP is introducing a new STEAM-powered curriculum option for 
parents registering for pre-K for the 2014-2015 school year. 

The new curriculum, which has the state-approved Creative 
Curriculum program as its foundation, will feature units based on 
STEAM: Science, Technology, Engineering, the Arts, and Math. 
Children in the STEAM Pre-K class will conduct investigations and 
construct projects. Plus, they will use the arts as a way to explore 
how the world works and to communicate their findings. 

The GSLP STEAM Program will be designed with an eye toward the 
evolving Maryland Common Core Standards for Pre-K and MCPS’s 
Curriculum 2.0, the Common Core-aligned program children will 
encounter in kindergarten. 

This exciting new program costs only $245 a month and will only be 
available in the 4-Day Afternoon Pre-K class. It’s a great option for 

families looking for a 
challenging, more STEM-
oriented approach to school or 
needing to enroll their child for 
a distinctly different second 
year of pre-K.  

Morning pre-K classes will 
continue to implement the 
state-approved MCPS Pre-
Kindergarten Curriculum. 

What to Expect When You’re Expecting Kindergarteners 

1

The MCPS Pre-Kindergarten curriculum, used in GSLP’s pre-
K classes, provides some insight into what our local schools 
look for in students entering kindergarten.  

In addition, all children entering kindergarten in Maryland 
public schools are given an entry assessment in the fall. 
GSLP, as a state-accredited school, keeps up to date on the 
evolving standards that are used for evaluating incoming 
kindergarteners.  

All that means that we can provide families with some 
guidance on what to look for in their own children when 
deciding if they are ready for kindergarten. 

A child who is ready to enter kindergarten: 

• Shows curiosity about what is new and different. 
• Identifies and communicates feelings and ideas 

with complete sentences. 
• Demonstrates self-direction and independence in 

self-care tasks and class activities. 
• Follows basic health and safety rules. 
• Demonstrates memory of the past and the ability to 

apply it to new situations. 
• Understands concepts about print (such as how to 

hold a book, knowing that the words tell the story, 

2

and which direction you follow to read text).  
• Carries out three-step directions independently. 
• Makes and keeps friends. 
• Can control impulses and delay gratification. 
• Is excited about school and learning. 
• Identifies at least 30 alphabet letters. 
• Writes random uppercase and lowercase letters. 
• Recognizes and writes own name. 
• Matches letters with their most common sounds. 
• Identifies spoken words that share an initial sound. 
• Identifies rhyming words. 
• Can count at least 10 objects, pointing to each one 

while counting. 
• Makes groups of up to 5 items and tells how many 

are in the group without having to recount.  
• Recognizes numerals and connects them to the 

correct quantity of objects. 
• Draws a person with recognizable features. 
• Recognizes and draws simple geometric shapes 

such as circles, squares, and triangles. 
• Uses scissors with confidence and purpose. 

For tips on what you can do at home to help your child get 
ready for kindergarten, visit www.readyatfive.org. 

Mrs. Allen’s class strung packing peanuts, glittered 
a star and twinkle lights, and handcrafted some 
holiday ornaments to decorate this tree collage. 
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I 'm an Eskimo 
Mush, mush, push, push, 
Over hills of snow, 
Mush, mush, push, push, 
I'm an Eskimo! 
Cold ears, cold nose, even cold toes 
Deep snow, winds blow, 
I'm an Eskimo. 
 
Four  L it t le Snowmen Fat 
Four little snowmen fat, 
Each had a funny hat. 
Out came the sun 
And melted one. 
What a sad thing was that! 
(Continue with 3 little snowmen, etc.) 
 
Good Morning 
“Good morning,” said the sun. 
“Good morning,” said the sun. 
“I'll be shining on you all day long.” 
“Good evening,” said the moon, 
“Good evening,” said the moon. 
“I'll be dreaming with you all night long.” 
 
Sing It  Once More 
Early in the morning, jumping out of bed, 
Reaching up my arms way over my head, 
Eating up my breakfast, running out the door, 
If you like the song, I'll sing it once more!  
 
Teddy Bear  
Teddy Bear, Teddy Bear, turn around, 
Teddy Bear, Teddy Bear, touch the ground, 
Teddy Bear, Teddy Bear, show your shoe, 
Teddy Bear, Teddy Bear, that will do. 
Teddy Bear, Teddy Bear, go upstairs, 
Teddy Bear, Teddy Bear, say your prayers, 
Teddy Bear, Teddy Bear, turn out the lights, 
Teddy Bear, Teddy Bear, say good night! 
 
We’re Gonna Go, Go Tel l  About Jesus 
We’re gonna go, go tell about Jesus 
Go, go tell about Jesus, 
Go, go tell about Jesus 
Everywhere we go. 
vs.  2:  We’re gonna go, go sing about Jesus 
vs.  3:  We’re gonna go, go shout about Jesus 
vs.  4:  We’re gonna go, show how we love Jesus 

January Songs and Fingerplays for Parents 

2

Jesus Loves the Li t tle  Children 
Jesus loves the little children,  
All the children of the world,  
Some are dark and some are light, 
They are precious in his sight, 
Jesus loves the little children of the world 
 
When I Was a Shoemaker 
When I was a shoemaker, a shoemaker was I,  
I went this a-way, and this a-way and this a-way went I. 
vs.  2:  When I was a firefighter –  
vs.  3:  When I was a doctor – 
(Make up verses and create actions.) 
 
Zacchaeus 
Zacchaeus was a wee little man, a wee little man was he. 
He climbed up in a sycamore tree for the Lord he wanted to see. 
And as the savior passed that way he looked up in the tree 
And he said, “Zacchaeus, please come down, for I’m going to your 
house today, 
“For I’m going to your house today.” 
 
Thumb in  the Thumb Place 
Thumb in the thumb place, 
Fingers all together 
This is the song we 
Sing in mitten weather. 
Whether it’s sunny 
Or it’s snowy weather, 
Thumb in the thumb place 
Fingers all together 
 
Jesus Worked 
Jesus worked in many ways 
Helping Joseph in his shop, 
And his hammer went tap tap tap 
As he worked each day. 
vs.  2:  Jesus worked in many ways 
Helping Joseph in his shop. 
And his saw went buzz, buzz, buzz 
As he worked each day. 
vs.  3:  Jesus worked in many ways 
Helping Joseph in his shop, 
And his plane went swish, swish, swish 
As he worked each day 
 


