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Chapels : 
Tues., Oct. 1, at 11:30 (Classes 2, 6C, & 6L) and 
12:40 (Classes 3 and 8) and Wed., Oct. 2, at 9:45 
(Classes 4, 7A, 7C, & 9) 

School  Pic tures: 
Mon., Oct. 14, and Tues., Oct. 15 

Fal l Festiva l (Famil ies Invited!):  
Thurs., Oct. 24, at 11:15 (Classes 2, 6C, & 6L) and 
2:15 (Classes 3 and 8) and Thurs., Oct. 25 at 9:45 
(Classes 7A and 7P) and 12:45 (Classes 4 and 9) 

Staff  Meeting:   
Wed., Oct. 16 (Classes 7A & 7P end at 12; Classes 
8 and LPE do not meet) 

GSLP Closed: 
Fri., Oct. 18, and Fri., Nov. 1  

Apple Pumpkin Days: 
Mon., Oct. 7, and Tues., Oct. 8  
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Dates to  
Remember 

Mrs. Munzer’s class has been 
observing the changing seasons. Learn how they 
know it’s fall on p. 4, and enjoy photos of their 
self-portraits on p. 2, family tree pictures on p. 3, 
bubble-wrap apples on p. 4, and shakers on p. 5. 

Class of  
the Month 

.2. Seasonal Books, Event Reminders; Shirt Sale; 
Back to School Night Thanks; GSLC Events 
.3. Safety Tips; Thanks for Donations; Judy Center 
Winter Coat and Boot Drive 
.4. Mrs. Munzer’s Class Answers Question of the 
Month; Conference FAQ; Pumpkin Treat Recipe 
.5. Apple Pumpkin Days; Child Find Information 

.6. October Songs and Fingerplays 

Easily Found Learning Supplies 
While there is an abundance of educational toys and supplies available 
for purchase from specialty retailers, families can use many items found 
around the house or at dollar stores to spark learning at home: 

Buttons: Have a drawer full of extra buttons that came attached to new 
shirts or fell off old ones? Buttons make a great substitute for the 
colorful counters your child uses at school. Bring out a pile and work on 
matching “twin” buttons; sorting by color, shape, or size; and counting. 

Tweezers: Tweezers can help your children build strength in their 
hands, necessary for cutting with scissors and gripping a pencil. Try 
filling an empty bottle with cotton balls and having your child use 
tweezers to pull the balls out, or provide some dollar-store pony beads 
and have your child use tweezers to move them onto the small suction 
cups on the bottom of a nonslip tub mat or soap dish. 

Streamers: Easily found in the party supplies section at the dollar 
store, streamers are great for art projects, easy snipping practice with 
scissors, and color identification. You can also teach positional words  
with them by playing Simon Says: “Simon says wave your streamer over 
your head,” “under your arm” or “behind your back.” 

Newspapers,  Magazines, and Circulars: Go on a “letter hunt” 
through the paper. Provide scissors so children can cut out the letters 
they find and build hand strength as well as literacy skills! Children will 
also start to “read” environmental print in ads. Incorporate art by making 
a collage of letters and pictures of things that start with those letters. 
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Check out these seasonal classroom favorites: 

The Apple Pie Tree: Learn how an apple goes from 
blossom to pie-ready fruit through this story about two 
little girls and their very special tree. The book even 
includes a recipe for apple pie – yum!  

Pumpkin Pumpkin: This simple narrative tells about a boy 
who plants a pumpkin seed and watches it grow until he 
can carve it into a jack-o’-lantern. He saves the seeds for 
next year’s garden, introducing kids to the plant life cycle. 

One Hungry Monster: This book follows one little boy as he 
tries to control a growing bunch of silly, messy, and 
ravenous monsters. The text promotes pre-reading skills 
through rhyme and predictable text, and it also builds 
math skills through incorporating counting. 

Stellaluna: This tale features a baby fruit bat named 
Stellaluna who becomes separated from her mother and 
is taken in by a family of birds. She tries to fit in but is glad 
to eventually find her real mother, who reassures her that 
her nocturnal instincts are 
normal for fruit bats. This 
book promotes science 
learning and includes 
extra info about bats.  

Happy fall reading! 

Mrs. Munzer’s class created collage-style self-portraits for their first 
hallway display. They started with people-shaped cutouts and used 
wallpaper samples with a variety of patterns (integrating math!) to 
create their lookalikes’ clothes and some snipped yarn to craft 
their hair. What a great-looking group of friends! 

GSLP Spirit Shirt Sale Starting Soon 
Order forms for logo T-shirts and sweatshirts will come 
home in tote bags soon. If you have a question about size 
or style, come check out samples in the Preschool office. 

 

Fall Festival and Halloween Reminders 
Fall  Festiva l:  GSLP will celebrate the season with Fall 
Festivals on October 24 and 25. Students come to school 
at the regular times. Family and friends are invited to join 
students for a half-hour program of music and parent-
assisted crafts, followed by a yummy treat. Check your 
class calendar for specific times. Please put these dates 
on your calendars and bring your camera! The children 
always look for familiar faces in the crowd as they perform. 

Halloween: GSLP does not celebrate Halloween. 
Students do not wear costumes to school on Halloween. 
Any child coming to school in costume on Oct. 31 will be 
required to change into their emergency clothes. 

 

Thank You for Back to School Night Success! 
Thank you to everyone who attended Back to School Night! 
Parents saw pictures from the first days of school and 
learned about our MSDE-approved programs, the MCPS 
Curriculum in Pre-K and the Creative Curriculum in Early 
Pre-K. Teachers also shared goals and daily schedules. 

 

Church Invites Families to October Events 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church invites preschool families 
to join in all church events and offers several specifically 
for young families. This month’s Movie and Pizza Night 
features two baseball-themed movies: Angels in the 
Outfield and The Sandlot. Arrive with a simple side or 
dessert to share at 6 p.m. on Oct. 11 to join the fun! 

Parents of young children meet to discuss Christian 
parenting on Sundays from 10:15-11:15 a.m. in the lobby 
classroom next to the church sanctuary. Preschool kids are 
welcome to attend Sunday School during this hour. 

The Young Families Group is planning a camping trip for 
October 5-6 at Smallwood State Park. To learn more and 
reserve your spot, visit www.goserve.net, click the 
“Shepherd’s Link Newsletter” link, and scroll to page 4. 

Good to Know! 
Insider Information for GSLP Families  
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Thanks for Judy Center Donations! 
GSLP families went above and beyond the 
call of duty with the donations they provided 
to help a Rosemont Elementary School family 
in need. The family just added a set of twins 
alongside their original two young children 
and thus required far more than the usual 
amount of baby supplies. 

Thank you for all the double strollers, diapers, 
and other baby supplies. The newborn twins 
will be off to a good start with your help. GSLP 
feels proud to have such a bighearted 
community of families at our school! 

Judy Center Needs Boots & Coats 
We’d like to keep the generosity sparked by 
our community help project going by kicking 
off our annual winter boots and coats drive 
benefitting the children at the Gaithersburg 
Judy Center. 

We know that with the weather turning colder, 
families will start pulling boots and coats out 
of storage. Some of those cold-weather items 
may be too small now for fast-growing 
children! Those outgrown items can find a 
good home with a local child through this 
outreach program. 

Please bring in any gently used warm winter 
boots and coats. GSLP will collect the items 
and deliver them to the Judy Center in time to 
keep kids warm through the winter ahead. 

Mrs. Munzer’s class learned about 
families as part of last month’s 
Home unit. They celebrated their 
unique families by creating family 
trees for their classroom bulletin 
board. According to Mrs. Munzer, 
the trees have prompted rich 
conversations about grandparents 
who may live in the same house or 
in a country thousands of miles 
away. “One student talked about 
how he only gets to see his 
grandparents once or twice a year 
and has to go on a very long plane 
ride,” Mrs. Munzer said. “One girl 
told me she knew what cinnamon 
was because whenever she goes to 
her grandma's, they bake, and her 
grandma has cookie ingredients in 
her house.” The kids also painted 
this marbled background paper. 

Keep Kids Safe in the Parking Lot and on Halloween 
Park ing Lot Safety: Young children are constantly coming and 
going in the GSLP parking lot. Here’s how you can help protect them:  

1. Drive slowly and carefully when entering and exiting the parking lot. 
Young children can dart out unexpectedly from between cars.  

2. Be sure to hold the hands of all children in your care when walking 
in the parking lot. It’s easier for drivers to see adults than small kids. 

3. Never leave kids in the car when coming into school! Call the office 
if you need someone to watch a sick or sleeping child in your vehicle. 

4. Never let a child stand outside the car while you buckle or unbuckle 
another. Have kids wait inside the car while you handle safety seats. 

5. Pay close attention to children when chatting in front of the school. 
Kids can quickly wander into traffic while a care provider is distracted. 

Halloween Safety: Many children love dressing up Halloween, but 
keep in mind that some young children may find this whole evening a 
bit overwhelming. Here are some simple safety rules to remember: 

1. Take young children out to trick-or-treat early. The scarier costumes 
tend to come out later in the evening. 

2. Stick with visiting family, friends, and neighbors. Make the 
experience fun but short – all that excitement can be tiring! 

3. Use make-up instead of a mask as masks limit a child’s visibility. 

4. Be sure costumes do not drag. Cut off the legs or trim down skirts. 

5. Have the child carry a flashlight. Find a fun Halloween-themed one! 

6. Stress to children that they should not eat any candy or other food 
items until a responsible adult has safety-checked the treats. 
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Conference FAQ 
When are  fa l l  conferences? 
Fall parent conferences run from 
October 22 to 30. Check your child’s 
class calendar and conference sign-up 
sheet for exact times. 

What wil l  we discuss? 
Teachers will discuss your child’s social 
and emotional development and your 
child’s adjustment to school. Teachers 
have been observing children since the 
first day of school and may have 
suggestions for at-home activities. 

When wil l  teachers discuss 
academic progress? 
Mid-winter conferences will focus on 
children’s progress across all curriculum 
domains. Teachers will distribute 
progress reports and provide photos 
and representative work samples to 
review. Teachers will also recommend 
placement for the next school year. 

Why is  i t  so important  to have 
conferences so early  in the year? 
Fall conferences help open the lines of 
communication. These conferences 
provide an opportunity for parents and 
teachers to exchange information about 
children’s activities, personalities, and 
needs. Establishing an ongoing 
exchange of information can make a 
significant difference in the progress a 
child makes during the school year. 

How do I  s ign up for a time? 
Teachers first provided conference sign-
up sheets at Back to School Night. 
Currently, sign-up sheets are posted on 
class bulletin boards near daily notes. 

What i f  a l l  the conference times 
fal l  dur ing my work  day? 
Parents are expected to make time to 
attend a conference during the available 
conference hours. The posted times are 
the only times conferences will be held.  

What wil l  my chi ld do during 
conferences? 
While teachers conference with parents, 
assistant teachers will lead classes with 
the help of a trained substitute teacher. 
Very small children may attend with you. 

Make a Delicious No-Bake Pumpkin Pie! 
1 box vanilla instant pudding mix 
2 c. milk 
1 tsp. pumpkin pie spice 
2 tbsp. canned pumpkin 
8 vanilla wafers 
Mix pudding mix, milk, pumpkin pie spice, and pumpkin. 
Put out 8 small cups. Place a vanilla wafer at the bottom 
of each cup. Divide the pudding mix among the 8 cups. 

Mrs. Munzer’s and Mrs. Coxson’s pre-K class has been discussing the coming 
fall season. We asked them how they could tell that the season has changed: 

“Leaves. Leaves break like glass.” 

“When the leaves fall off. It feels cold. It feels very cold and itchy.” 

“It snows. It’s really cold.” 

“The leaves start falling.” 

(Is it warm or cold?) “Warm.” (What colors are the leaves?) “Brown.” 

“It changes. Because of the weather.” 

(What will the doggie do when it’s fall outside?) “I think he’s going to sit.” 

“Maybe sunny.” (What does Dora do when it’s fall?) “She stays in her house. 
She thinks it’s starting to rain because it is going to rain.” 

 “Cold.” (What do you do when it’s cold outside?) “Wear a coat.” 

“Cold.” (What do you do when it’s fall?) “Play. Build stuff.” 

“Kind of windy. It feels cold.” 

“It’s cold.” (What do you do when it’s cold?) “Stay inside.” 

“It smells like cold. It looks like cold. Some days is hot days and some days is 
cold days.” 

“Because the leaves fall from the trees.” 

“Leaves can fall. We can rake the leaves and make a leaf pile.”  

“It’s autumn. I don’t know. My sister knows everything!” 

Question of the Month: 

How do you know it’s autumn? 
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Celebrating Apple Pumpkin Days 
GSLP students welcome fall by enjoying two iconic 
seasonal fruits: apples and pumpkins!  

Classes participate in a variety of apple- and 
pumpkin-related activities during the second week 
of October. Many classes will enjoy special cooking 
projects (see one recipe often used at this time of 
the year on page 4) and may dress in fall colors. 

Children will learn that apples come from trees and 
pumpkins grow on vines. For kids — many of whom 
have never acquired pumpkins or apples from any 
place but a grocery store — this can be big news! 

Students will get to select a pumpkin to decorate 
from our playground pumpkin patch. Each class will 
cut open a pumpkin and pull out its seeds. Classes 
may then do further activities, such as planting the 
seeds or examining parts with hand lenses.  

If you carve a pumpkin at home, help your child 
extend their learning by roasting the seeds, using 
the seeds in a collage, or saving them to plant in the 
spring. For an interesting science activity, find a 
place outdoors where the pumpkin can safely rot. If 
you leave it alone, you will have your own little 
pumpkin farm in the spring. 

Mrs. Munzer’s class plays with these homemade shaker eggs at her 
classroom science center. Shakers can help build children’s sensory 
awareness and feel for rhythm. They’re easy to make at home: Just fill 
plastic eggs or bottles with beans or rice and tape them shut. 

Child Find Helps Children Receive Early Intervention  

1

Early intervention for children who have special learning 
needs is extremely important in providing children with the 
best chance for a positive future and successful school 
career. The county has long recognized this need and has 
created a free county screening program to help parents 
identify young children who can benefit from some extra 
help.  

Child Find is a department of the Montgomery County Public 
Schools. Its purpose is to screen and identify children with 
developmental delays that may affect their performance 
when they enter kindergarten. Once identified, children 
receive free corrective services from the county. The county 
also provides a similar screening program called Infants and 
Toddlers for children under 2 years 10 month old. 

Our staff cannot diagnose learning delays in 
children but will inform parents if their 
child appears to struggle in 
particular areas. If 
staff members feel 
that a screening 
would be 
beneficial, they will 
arrange a parent 
conference. There, 

2

they will provide parents with specific information regarding 
areas of concern.  

If a screening is recommended, we strongly suggest that you 
call Child Find intake line at 301-947-6080 as soon as 
possible to arrange an appointment. It can take up to two 
months to get a screening appointment.  
Child Find usually only takes children with significant delays, 
and there are many children who would benefit from 
services but do not meet the requirements established by 
Child Find. Your pediatrician can recommend private 
occupational and speech therapists, and treatment is 
sometimes covered by insurance. 

To learn more about Child Find, Infants and Toddlers, and 
other free services available, please visit the Special 
Education section of the Montgomery County Public Schools 

web site (montgomeryschoolsmd.org/ 
departments/specialed/ 

parents/services/) or 
call 301-230-5966 
between 8:30 a.m. 

and 5 p.m. to 
speak with a Child 

Find Specialist. 
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One L itt le Scarecrow 
One little scarecrow hopping up and down, 
Hopping up and down, hopping up and down, 
One little scarecrow hopping up and down,  
For this is Harvest time! 
vs.  2:  Two little autumn leaves floating through the air 
vs.  3:  Three little pumpkins walking in a row 
vs.  4:  Four little gray squirrels chasing up the tree 
vs.  5:  Five little children jumping in the leaves 

Gray Squirre l 
Gray squirrel, gray squirrel, swish your bushy tail, 
Gray squirrel, gray squirrel, swish your bushy tail, 
Wrinkle up your funny nose, crack a nut between your toes, 
Gray squirrel, gray squirrel, swish your bushy tail. 

The Floppy,  F loppy Scarecrow   
The floppy, floppy scarecrow 
Guards his field all day. 
He waves his floppy, floppy arms (elbows, knees, etc.) 
To scare the crows away. 

Color Song 
Red is the color of a valentine, 
Purple is the color of grapes on a vine, 
Green is the color of green string beans, 
Blue is the color of my * blue jeans, 
Yellow is the color of the sun in the sky. 
Orange is the color of mom’s pumpkin pie, 
Brown is the color of a chocolate cake, 
White is the color of a *snowflake. 

We Love 
We love ** because God first loved us (2x) 
We love ** we love ** 
We love ** because God first * loved * us ** 

Love One Another 
Love one another, love one another, 
Love one another Jesus said. 
vs.  2:  Help one another 
vs.  3:  Care for each other 

My Hands and Feet 
My hands and feet can serve the Lord, (3x) 
All of me can serve the Lord. 
My mouth and ears can serve the Lord, (3x) 
All of me can serve the Lord. 
 
 

October Songs and Fingerplays for Parents 

2

Oh,  When the Leaves Fal l  Off  the Trees 
Sung to the tune:  When the Saints Go Marching In 
Oh, when the leaves fall off the trees, 
Oh, when the leaves fall off the trees, 
We know that it must be autumn,  
When the leaves fall off the trees. 
vs.  2:  Red, yellow, brown, 
Red, yellow, brown, 
Red, yellow, brown and orange, too, 
We know that it must be autumn,  
When we see those colors true. 

I 'm a L it t le  Acorn Round 
I'm a little acorn round, 
Sitting on the cold, cold ground 
Everybody stomps on me, 
That is why I'm cracked, you see, 
I’m a nut! ** I’m a nut! ** I’m a nut! ** 

We Are a Family 
Chorus: We are a family, God’s family, 
We are a family, we are one, 
We are a family, God’s family, 
We are a family, we are one. 
Verse:  Hey mother, hey father, 
Part of the family, 
Hey, teacher, hey, pastor, 
You’re part, too! 
Hey, friend, and hey, neighbor, 
Part of the family, 
Hey, everybody means me and you! 

Autumn Leaves 
Falling, falling, autumn leaves are falling 
Falling, falling, falling to the ground. 
Whirling, whirling, autumn leaves are whirling, 
Whirling, whirling, whirling to the ground. 

Did You Ever  See A  Pumpkin?  
Did you ever see a pumpkin, a pumpkin, a pumpkin, 
Did you ever see a pumpkin with no face at all? 
With no eyes and no nose and no mouth and no teeth? 
Did you ever see a pumpkin with no face at all? 
vs.  2:  So I made a jack-o’-lantern, jack-o’-lantern,  
jack-o’-lantern, 
So I made a jack-o’-lantern with a big smiling face, 
With big eyes and big nose and big mouth and big teeth, 
So I made a jack-o’-lantern with a big smiling face. 


