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GSLP offers several ways for families and teachers to communicate. The 

easiest way to send a note to your child’s teachers is to email them using 

the school email address, gspreschool@outlook.com. Teachers will read 

and respond to your message as soon as possible. 

GSLP also sends out a weekly email newsletter with information on upcom-

ing events and deadlines, reminders on school policies, and more. If you 

are not yet receiving these messages and would like to, please email us or 

stop by the Preschool Office. 

If you prefer not to email, you can use the clear plastic message bins 

mounted outside classrooms. Paper, envelopes, and pens are available 

there for you to write teachers a note. Leave messages right in the bin. 

Teachers provide monthly calendars with information on class events and 

curriculum. You can also keep up with events through the preschool web-

site at gslp-gaithersburg.org. Scroll down the home page to find recent an-

nouncements and a list of coming events. You’ll also find links to important 

info, our schoolwide Google Calendar with events for the whole year, and 

electronic copies of this newsletter! 

GSLP also uses social media to keep you up to date with important an-

nouncements, such as emergency closings. Follow us on Facebook at face-

book.com/gslp.gaithersburg or on Twitter @GSLP_Gburg. Please note that 

we take children’s safety very seriously at GSLP, so our school websites 

and social media do not feature photos of children’s faces.  

And as always, you can contact us by phone at 301-963-1955. We look 

forward to hearing from you! 

GSLP students welcome 

fall by enjoying two iconic 

seasonal fruits: apples and 

pumpkins!  

Classes participate in a 

variety of apple and pump-

kin activities during Octo-

ber. Classes enjoy special 

cooking projects and may 

dress in fall colors. 

Children learn that apples 

come from trees and 

pumpkins grow on vines. 

For kids — many of whom 

have never acquired pump-

kins or apples from any 

place but a grocery store — 

this can be big news! 

Students select a pumpkin 

to decorate from our play-

ground pumpkin patch. 

Each class cuts open a 

pumpkin to see its seeds. 

Classes may also planting 

the seeds or examine the 

pumpkin with hand lenses.  

October 2017 

GSLP is a mission of  

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 

www.goserve.net 



Fun Fact: Pumpkins aren’t all orange. Pumpkins can be white, green, 
red, and even blue! Get some paper crayons and see what crazy pumpkin 
colors you and your child can imagine. 

1. What should my child bring to school? 

A. Tote bag  B. Backpack  C. Suitcase 

 

Answer: A. Every student receives a blue GSLP tote bag upon enroll-

ment. Tote bags are used to carry home monthly calendars, school 

notices, and student work. Be sure to check it every day! Backpacks 

are difficult for students to pack independently, so please leave them 

at home. Write your child’s name on the big white block to make the 

bag easy for teachers to identify. We encourage you to decorate the 

tote bag with your child to make it easy for them to recognize, too. 

2. What are acceptable playground behaviors? 

A. Going down the slide B. Climbing up the slide 

C. Climbing on the roof D. Climbing ladders one at a time 

 

Answer: A and D. Please enforce the playground rules as listed in the 

Parent Handbook before and after school. These rules are designed to 

keep children safe as they play, and children remember them better if 

they are enforced both during and outside of school hours. Also, a re-

sponsible adult on the playground, not in a car, must monitor your 

child at all times. Finally, if a GSLP class comes out for its scheduled 

playground time, please exit the playground immediately. 

3. Should my child wear a costume to school on Halloween? 

A. The scarier, the better! B. Save it for Trunk or Treat 

 

Answer: B. GSLP does not celebrate Halloween during school hours. 

Children arriving in costume will not be admitted to class. 

Family Play and Learn 

Wed., Oct. 25, 9:30-10:30 AM 

Shepherd’s Hall 

Join Ms. Fischer and Ms. Bendo for 

a this fun event for younger siblings 

and students not in class with their 

caregivers. Free play, singing, danc-

ing, and a story! 

Creating Family Traditions Caregiv-

er Workshop 

Wed., Oct. 25, 12:15-1:30 PM 

Shepherd’s Hall 

EPK 3 teacher Ms. Elisabeth Bendo 

will lead this discussion about the 

importance of routines and tradi-

tions. Hear about lots of ideas and 

resources for creating your own! 

Trunk or Treat! 

Sun., Oct. 29, 3:00-5:00 PM 

Upstairs Rooms and Parking Lot 

It’s the return of Good Shepherd’s 

spook-tacular Halloween family 

event! Dress up in your costumes 

and come for crafts, carnival 

games, a bounce house, and trick 

or treating in the parking lot. 

GSLP Lending Library 

The preschool knows fami-

lies are always looking for 

books to read aloud or 

parenting resources, so we 

maintain a lending library 

just inside the office door. 

The library offers books, 

videos, and other media 

aimed at both parents and 

children. We have picture 

books for young children, 

as well as issue-specific 

resources for parents, 

such as books on dealing 

with food allergies and a 

bag of resources to help 

children deal with grieving 

the loss of love ones. 

Please return materials to 

the library when finished. 
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Parking Lot Safety: Here’s how you can help protect our young students:  

1. Drive slowly and carefully when entering and exiting the parking lot. 

Young children can dart out unexpectedly from between cars.  

2. Be sure to hold the hands of all children in your care when walking in the 

parking lot. It’s easier for drivers to see adults than small kids. 

3. Never leave kids in the car when coming into school! Add other class 

parents to your authorized pick-up list for days when you need to stay in 

the car. If an extra hand is unavailable, call the office (301-963-1955) if 

you need someone to watch a sick or sleeping child in your vehicle. 

4. Never let a child stand outside the car while you buckle or unbuckle an-

other. Have kids wait inside the car while you handle safety seats. 

5. Pay close attention to children when chatting in front of the school. Kids 

can quickly wander into traffic while a care provider is distracted. 

Halloween Safety: Many children love Halloween, but some young children 

may find it overwhelming. Here are some simple safety rules to remember: 

1. Trick-or-treat early. The scarier costumes tend to come out later. 

2. Make the experience fun but short – all that excitement can be tiring! 

3. Use make-up instead of a mask as masks limit a child’s field of vision. 

4. Be sure costumes do not drag. Cut off the legs or trim down skirts. 

5. Have the child carry a flashlight. Find a fun Halloween-themed one! 

6. Remind children to wait for a responsible adult to safety-check treats. 

7. Trick-or-treat at a family-friendly event such as Good Shepherd’s Trunk 

or Treat on Oct. 29 from 3:00 to 5:00 PM. See you there! 

When are fall conferences? 

Fall conferences run from 

October 23 to Nov. 3. 

Check your child’s class 

calendar. 

What will we discuss? 

Teachers will discuss your 

child’s social-emotional 

development and your 

child’s adjustment to 

school. Teachers will share 

observations and may 

have suggestions for at-

home activities. 

When will teachers discuss 

academic progress? 

Winter conferences will 

focus on children’s pro-

gress across all curriculum 

domains. Teachers will 

distribute progress reports 

and provide photos and 

work samples to review.  

Why meet so early in the year? 

Conferences provide an 

opportunity for parents and 

teachers to exchange infor-

mation about children’s 

activities, personalities, 

and needs. Establishing an 

ongoing exchange of infor-

mation can make a signifi-

cant difference in the pro-

gress a child makes. 

How do I sign up for a time? 

Sign-up sheets are posted 

on class bulletin boards. 

Are other times available? 

Parents are expected to 

make time to attend a con-

ference during the posted 

conference hours.  

What will my child be doing? 

Assistant teachers will lead 

classes with a substitute 

teacher. Younger children 

may attend with you. 
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GSLP’s Favorite 

Cooked Playdough 

Recipe 

• 3 cups flour 

• 1 1/2 cups salt  

• 3 tbsp. vegetable oil 

• 3 cups water, mixed 

with food coloring (gel 

colors work best) or 

liquid watercolor 

• 1 tbsp. cream of tartar 

• Scented extract (such 

as vanilla), optional 

• Glitter, optional 

Mix all ingredients except 

scent. Cook on medium-

high heat, stirring, until 

dough starts to come to-

gether and pull away from 

pan. Don’t overcook it or it 

will be crumbly! Add scent 

or glitter, if desired. Knead 

until uniform. 

 

Marble Painting 

• Tempera paint, 

thinned with water as 

necessary 

• Bowl and spoon 

• Large marbles, golf 

balls, or other small 

balls 

• Paper 

• Shoebox or other open

-top box with sides 

only a few inches tall 

Add paint to a bowl. Drop 

in two or three marbles, 

using the spoon to coat 

them in paint. Place paper 

(cut to fit) in the shoebox. 

Spoon the marbles onto 

the paper. Roll the box 

back and forth to paint! 

Early intervention for children who 

have special learning needs is ex-

tremely important in providing chil-

dren with the best chance for a 

positive future and successful 

school career. The county has long 

recognized this need and has creat-

ed a free county screening program 

to help parents identify young chil-

dren who can benefit from some 

extra help.  

Child Find is a department of the 

Montgomery County Public Schools. 

Its purpose is to screen and identify 

children with developmental delays 

that may affect their performance 

when they enter kindergarten. Once 

identified, children receive free 

corrective services from the county. 

The county also provides a similar 

screening program called Infants 

and Toddlers for children under 34 

months old. 

Our staff cannot diagnose learning 

delays in children but will inform 

parents if their child appears to 

struggle in particular areas. If staff 

members feel that a screening 

would be beneficial, they will ar-

range a parent conference. There, 

they will provide parents with spe-

cific information regarding areas of 

concern.  

If a screening is recommended, we 

strongly suggest that you call Child 

Find 24-hour intake line at 301-

947-6080 as soon as possible to 

arrange an appointment. It can 

take up to two months to get a 

screening appointment.  

Child Find usually only takes chil-

dren with significant delays, and 

there are many children who would 

benefit from services but do not 

meet the requirements established 

by Child Find. Your pediatrician can 

recommend private occupational 

and speech therapists, and treat-

ment is sometimes covered by in-

surance. 

To learn more about Child Find, 

Infants and Toddlers, and other 

free services available, please visit 

the Special Education section of 

the Montgomery County Public 

Schools website 

(www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/

departments/special-education/

programs-services/), or call to talk 

with a specialist:  

Child Find (English): 301-230-5966  

Child Find (Spanish): 301-230-5967  

Infants and Toddlers: 240-777-3997 

GSLP is a partner of the Montgomery County Judy Center. Its Gaithersburg 

location, not far from us on West Deer Park Road, serves children age birth 

to five who will attend Summit Hall Elementary School and Washington 

Grove Elementary School. The Judy Center helps give low-income, at-risk 

children a boost toward school readiness through learning activities for 

children and parent education 

GSLP helps our local Judy Center by providing several full-tuition scholar-

ships to the children it serves. We also periodically seek donations of cloth-

ing, shoes, books, toys, and more to distribute to the Judy Center commu-

nity. In October and November, our focus is on collecting coats and boots. 

Our friends at the Judy Center help us, too, by supporting our school as we 

work to meet accreditation and Maryland EXCELS standards.    4 



Max Found Two Sticks: A breeze shakes two sticks down to Max as he 
sits on his stoop, and he uses them to tap out the rhythms he hears in his 
neighborhood. Great for introducing musical concepts!  

Maria Had a Little Llama/María tenía una llamita: This variation on the 

classic song “Mary Had a Little Lamb” moves the tale to Peru, where 

Maria’s llama follows her to school. The book has text in both English and 

Spanish.  

My Cold Plum Lemon Pie Bluesy Mood: This poetic story features a little 

boy who describes his feelings in terms of colors: from a sunny yellow 

mood while eating corn pudding and curry chicken with the family to a 

stormy gray feeling when his older brothers shoo him away. 

I Had a Hippopotamus: In this fun story, a creative little boy imagines him-

self giving all sorts of zoo animals to relatives who might find them helpful. 

He gifts a kangaroo with a pocket that can hold utensils to his cooking 

grandma, a coyote who can howl along with his guitar-strumming uncle, 

and more. 

GSLP teachers constantly observe 

children while they are in the class-

room, taking notes on the things 

children say and do throughout the 

day. These observations are then 

compared to learning expectations 

for each grade level to help teach-

ers assess student performance. 

Teachers use the assessments to 

create lesson plans suited to the 

needs of their classes and individu-

al students and to inform parents 

about student progress. 

The assessment system GSLP uses 

is called the Early Learning Assess-

ment. This tool, created by the Mar-

yland State Department of Educa-

tion, aligns with MSDE’s curriculum 

standards and helps our staff moni-

tor students’ progress toward kin-

dergarten readiness. 

The Early Learning Assessment 

offers greater depth and more sup-

port resources than GSLP’s previ-

ous assessment system. It also 

breaks skills down more, showing 

the steps children take along the 

way toward mastery.  

In addition to using the new system 

to inform their instruction, GSLP’s 

teachers will use the data they col-

lect with this tool to provide parents 

with different progress reports in 

the winter and spring.  

The winter progress report will 

show whether students are on 

track to meet this year’s learning 

goals. Unlike in previous years, 

where winter progress reports com-

pared student performance to ex-

pectations for the end of the year, 

this year’s winter reports will look 

at expectations for midway through 

the year. Teachers will discuss 

whether students are on pace to 

meet long-term learning goals. 

GSLP also will provide parents with 

goals to work toward over the sec-

ond half of the school year so that 

students’ progress continues.   5 



One Little Scarecrow 

One little scarecrow hopping up and 

down, 

Hopping up and down, hopping up and 

down, 

One little scarecrow hopping up and 

down,  

For this is Harvest time! 

vs. 2: Two little autumn leaves floating 

through the air 

vs. 3: Three little pumpkins walking in a 

row 

vs. 4: Four little gray squirrels chasing 

up the tree 

vs. 5: Five little children jumping in the 

leaves 

Gray Squirrel 

Gray squirrel, gray squirrel, swish your 

bushy tail, 

Gray squirrel, gray squirrel, swish your 

bushy tail, 

Wrinkle up your funny nose, crack a 

nut between your toes, 

Gray squirrel, gray squirrel, swish your 

bushy tail. 

The Floppy, Floppy Scarecrow   

The floppy, floppy scarecrow 

Guards his field all day. 

He waves his floppy, floppy arms 

(elbows, knees, etc.) 

To scare the crows away. 

Color Song 

Red is the color of a valentine, 

Purple is the color of grapes on a vine, 

Green is the color of green string 

beans, 

Blue is the color of my * blue jeans, 

Yellow is the color of the sun in the sky. 

Orange is the color of mom’s pumpkin 

pie, 

Brown is the color of a chocolate cake, 

White is the color of a *snowflake. 

My Hands and Feet 

My hands and feet can serve the Lord, 

(3x) 

All of me can serve the Lord. 

My mouth and ears can serve the Lord, 

(3x) 

All of me can serve the Lord. 

 

1, 2, 3, Jesus Loves Me 

1, 2, 3, Jesus loves me, 

1, 2, Jesus loves you. 

2, 3, 4, who could love you more? 

More than anybody’s ever loved you 

before. 

5, 6, 7, on my way to heaven, 

8, 9, He’s so divine, 

8, 9, 10, we’re at the end, 

We don’t have time to sing it again. 

(or, “let’s start over and sing it again.”) 

 

Oh, When the Leaves Fall Off the Trees 

Sung to the tune:  When the Saints Go 

Marching In 

Oh, when the leaves fall off the trees, 

Oh, when the leaves fall off the trees, 

We know that it must be autumn,  

When the leaves fall off the trees. 

vs. 2: Red, yellow, brown, 

Red, yellow, brown, 

Red, yellow, brown and orange, too, 

We know that it must be autumn,  

When we see those colors true. 

I'm a Little Acorn Round 

I'm a little acorn round, 

Sitting on the cold, cold ground 

Everybody stomps on me, 

That is why I'm cracked, you see, 

I’m a nut! ** I’m a nut! ** I’m a nut! 

** 

Did You Ever See a Pumpkin?  

Did you ever see a pumpkin, a pump-

kin, a pumpkin, 

Did you ever see a pumpkin with no 

face at all? 

With no eyes and no nose and no 

mouth and no teeth? 

Did you ever see a pumpkin with no 

face at all? 

vs. 2: So I made a jack-o’-lantern, jack-

o’-lantern,  

jack-o’-lantern, 

So I made a jack-o’-lantern with a big 

smiling face, 

With big eyes and big nose and big 

mouth and big teeth, 

So I made a jack-o’-lantern with a big 

smiling face. 

 

Apples and Bananas 

I like to eat, eat, eat apples and bana-

nas. 

I like to eat, eat, eat apples and bana-

nas. 

vs. 2: I like to et, et, et epples and 

benenes 

I like to et, et, et epples and benenes 

(Keep substituting different vowel 

sounds in this silly song!) 

 

Johnny Appleseed Prayer 

Oh, the Lord’s been good to me, 

And so I thank the Lord, 

For giving me the things I need, 

The sun and the rain and the apple 

seeds, 

The Lord’s been good to me, 

Amen, amen, amen, amen, amen! 

 

Ritsch, Ratsch 

(Swedish children’s song) 

Ritsch, ratsch, filibom bom bom, 

filibom bom bom, 

filibom bom bom! 

Ritsch, ratsch, filibom bom bom, 

filibom bom bom, 

filibom bom bom! 

 

 


