
 

Join GSLP’s STEAM Pre-
Kindergarten teacher Lydia 
Stockton on Thursday, May 11, 
9:40-10:40 AM for our Summer 
STEAM Family Workshop.  

Mrs. Stockton will discuss what 
this STEAM-ing hot concept 
(science, technology, 
engineering, arts, and math) 
looks like in early childhood 
education and provide ideas and 
resources for incorporating 
STEAM education into your 
summer break.  

This workshop, which is open to 
all student caregivers, will meet 
upstairs in Shepherd’s Hall. 
Children not in class are 
welcome to accompany parents. 
STEAM-themed toys will be 
available for these children to 
play with and for parents to 
explore. 
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Spring Chickens. Mrs. Ganz’s Early Pre-Kindergarten 2 class created chicks 
poking their way out of their eggs.  

During April, Good Shepherd students will have many opportunities to 
celebrate spring. In the classroom, students will learn about plants 
and animals, from their varieties to their life cycles. Our classroom 
curriculum integrates music, art, and science activities throughout the 
month based on nature themes. 

Students are planting a variety of seeds and caring for them. 
Students will move the vegetable seedlings they planted in mini-
greenhouses in March outside to their new home in the garden box as 
April progresses. The bulbs we planted in our playground garden box 
in the fall are waking up after the long winter, too. With teacher 
guidance, students will learn what it takes to make a plant grow and 
thrive.  

When studying insects, classes will focus on butterflies. Each class 
will have its own butterfly habitat stocked with live caterpillars. The 
students will observe as the caterpillars as they grow, enter their 
chrysalises, and finally emerge as butterflies.  

Take this opportunity to enjoy the beauties of springtime with your 
children. Take walks around your neighborhood and talk with your 
child about the signs of the season. Look for baby animals and for 
birds returning from the south. Dig up some bulbs to show your 
children how some plants grow. Try to provide your child an 
opportunity to plant some seeds, such as flowers in a garden or herbs 
for cooking in a window pot. 

 

A mission of  
Good Shepherd 
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Please continue to dress your child appropriately for 
the weather. A light jacket or sweatshirt is often 
necessary for morning hours, but a short-sleeved 
shirt worn underneath allows the child to remove the 
outer layer as the day warms up. Please do not send 
your child to school in sandals, flip-flops, Crocs, or 
any open-toed shoes. Such footwear can be 
dangerous for children on the playground. 

In honor of Teacher Appreciation Week, GSLP will 
hold a Book Drive to benefit the children served by 
the Gaithersburg Judy Center from May 1 to May 5. 
The staff at the Judy Center works directly with at-risk 
children to build school-readiness skills, in addition 
to partnering with families to help parents learn how 
to prepare their children for kindergarten. They also 
work with teachers at their partner schools to 
improve the quality of instruction offered to students. 
Please bring in new or gently used books for us to 
share with these members of our community. 

A brief questionnaire is going home soon that asks 
for feedback on your experiences this year. Please 
tell us about any areas of concern and let us know 
what has worked particularly well for you. We use 
this information to make changes to the program, to 
plan for next year, and to better meet the needs of 
an ever-changing community. Many of preschool 
parents have shared great ideas over the years!

Good Shepherd Lutheran Preschool admits students 
of any race, color, national and ethnic origins to all 
the rights, privileges, programs, and activities 
generally accorded or made available to students at 
the school.  It does not discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, national and ethnic origin in 
administration of its educational policies, admissions 
policies, scholarship and loan programs, and athletic 
and other school-administered programs.  (4-18-17) 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church will host Vacation 
Bible School from August 7 to 11, from 9:00 AM to 
12:00 PM each day. This year’s theme is “Maker Fun 
Factory: Created by God, Built for a Purpose.” 

GSLP registrations for VBS will be processed starting 
May 1. Registration confirmations will be available 
after this date. Extra forms are available in the church 
lobby at the Welcome Center or from the office. 

Throughout the school year, staff members take 
pictures of class activities, special events, birthday or 
growing day celebrations, chapels, and more. At the 
end of the year, these special moments are used to 
create a slideshow of the year for our closing program. 
However, the photos you see on the last day are only 
a small selection of the moments captured by 
teachers.  

GSLP offers discs with photos from your child’s class 
and the closing program slideshow. The cost is $10 
for orders received by Tues., May 23, and $15 for 
discs purchased the day of the programs. Proceeds 
from the sales benefit the GSLP Scholarship Fund. 
Discs ordered in advance will be ready to take home 
after your child’s closing program. 

Insider Info for GSLP Families 

Kindness Chain. Mrs. Parrales’s Pre-Kindergarten class is 
creating a paper chain to record all the kind acts students 
perform for one another. It’s pretty long! 
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How will GSLP mark the end of the 
school year? 
GSLP students will have a closing 
program to celebrate the year. 
Students will sing songs they have 
learned this year, and everyone will 
enjoy a photo slideshow showing 
the many things children learned 
and experienced.  

How will GSLP help my child 
transition into next year?  
All Early Pre-K 2 and 3 students will 
visit a class one level up to help 
them grasp the idea that they will 
be in a different class next year. 
Returning Pre-K students will visit 
next year’s class, and all Pre-K 
students will read have the chance 
to discuss their kindergarten 
orientations with the class during 
circle times.  

Will there be spring conferences? 
GSLP only holds parent-teacher 
conferences during the fall and 
winter. Teachers will give parents 
students’ portfolios and final 
progress reports for the year by the 
last day of school.  

Does GSLP offer summer camp? 
GSLP is closed during the summer, 
but Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Church does offer Vacation Bible 
School during the first week of 
August. All preschool families are 
invited to participate! Stop in the 
office to pick up a registration form.  

Is the GSLP Office open over the 
summer? 
The GSLP Office staff are available 
via email through the summer and 
by appointment to give school tours 
to prospective students. However, 
there are no regular office hours 
during the summer months, so it is 
possible no one will be available to 
meet you if you drop by without an 
appointment. The GSLP Office will 
be open on Friday, August 4, 9:30 
AM - 1:30 PM, to accept payments 
and forms. 

 
Families of students enrolled for this fall will receive a letter in early 
August describing the opening days of school. If you do not receive this 
letter by August 11, please call (301-963-1955) or email 
(gspreschool@outlook.com) the Preschool Office. If your address 
changes during the summer, please email the preschool with your 
updated contact information so that we can send the letter to the 
correct address.  

Your summer letter will include an invitation to attend a gathering with 
your child’s teachers and classmates at the GSLP playground. These 
gatherings are an opportunity for parents and children to meet one 
another and begin building relationships that will continue throughout 
the year. Gatherings will happen the week of September 4, after Labor 
Day.  

The next big event to kick off the school year will be classroom visits on 
September 13. Parents and students visit classrooms together to 
introduce the kids to where they will spend the year.  

Your child’s next school day will be a mini-day, an hour-long session 
during which parents will stick around for GSLP’s yearly parent 
orientation. After that, Early Pre-K 2 and 3 students will have shortened 
sessions to gradually start the year, while Pre-K students will start full 
sessions.  

A preliminary calendar for the new school year will soon be available on 
the GSLP site. Just go to goodshepherdprek.org and choose “Yearly 
Calendar” under the “Current Families” menu.  

By now, all student’s paperwork should have been returned to the GSLP 
office. A second tuition payment is due August 4. If you will be away 
during that time, please send in the tuition ahead of time. (We hope to 
have our electronic payment system running by then.) If tuition is not 
received by August 4, the office staff will assume that you wish to 
withdraw your child from the preschool. The preschool office will be 
open on Fri., August 4, from 9:30 AM to 1:30 PM for parents who wish 
to drop-off their tuition. 

Flower 
Bouquet. Mrs. 
Cunningham’s 
class 
celebrated 
spring flowers 
by creating 
their own with 
pompoms, 
paint, and egg 
cartons.  
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Montgomery Parks is offering fun (and free!) pop-up programming at local parks this year! Events include rock wall 
climbing, movie nights, “pop up recess” with giant board games and other toys, and make and takes. There’s even a 
Park Crawl event to help introduce you to a number of great parks here in the county. For a list of upcoming events 
and more info: www.montgomeryparks.org/pop-up/ 

The Quince Orchard Library, located at 15831 Quince Orchard Road in Gaithersburg, offers storytimes and more for 
young children on Wednesdays. Stick around afterward a storytime for Stay and Play, an open playtime in the 
library’s terrific early childhood playroom. More info: 
www.montgomerycountymd.gov/library/branches/quinceorchard.html 

The Noyes Library for Young Children offers music and dance programs plus Family Evening Storytime for those who 
can’t make it to daytime storytimes. This adorable one-room library is geared specifically toward young children and 
their families and is worth a visit anytime. More info: www.montgomerycountymd.gov/library/branches/noyes.html 

The Parent Encouragement Program has posted its spring class schedule. PEP is a nonprofit educational 
organization that offers classes for parents on a variety of topics, including dealing with power struggles and 
tantrums, helping young children cope with anxiety or anger, and raising resilient children. More info: 
www.pepparent.org/classes-programs/class-schedule/ 

The City of Gaithersburg is sponsoring the second annual La Milla de Mayo (The May Mile) on Saturday, May 6, at 
5:30 PM. The event features two free fun runs for kids, 1/4 mile and 1/2 mile, as well as one-mile races. For more 
info, visit gaithersburgmd.gov/leisure/special-events/la-milla-de-mayo. 

Gaithersburg’s annual book festival, designed to foster interest in reading, writing, and literary conversation, will be 
held at the Gaithersburg City Hall grounds on Saturday, May 20, from 10 AM to 6 PM. Authors will entertain and 
inspire young readers at the Children’s Village, and children’s workshops will be held throughout the day. There’s 
also playground nearby. Both festival admission and parking are free. More info: www.gaithersburgbookfestival.org. 

The Miniature Golf Course at Bohrer Park opens on weekends starting May 6. The Water Park begins its preseason 
on May 27. More info: www.gaithersburgmd.gov/about-gaithersburg/city-facilities/activity-center-at-bohrer-park 

Teachers will provide you with student 
progress reports at the end of the last 
day of school. Teachers will only hand 
these reports to the children’s parents 
or legal guardians; otherwise, they will 
be mailed to the child’s home address. 
We encourage parents of kindergarten-
bound children to share these reports 
with their children’s kindergarten 
teachers. 

1 1/2 c. flour 
1 c. sugar 
1 tsp. baking soda 

1/2 tsp. salt 
1 tbsp. vinegar 
5 tbsp. oil 

1 tsp. vanilla 
1 c. water 

 
Whisk together the dry ingredients. Add the wet ingredients and stir until mixed (do not beat –  
it may still look a bit lumpy). Pour into greased, paper-lined muffin tins. Bake at 350 degrees for  
about 20 minutes. Makes 12. 

Take Me for a Ride in Your Car, Car. Mrs. Stockton’s Early Pre-
Kindergarten 2 created collages of cars driving down city roads. 
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Smoothies are an easy way to get 
vegetables into picky eaters. Pick a 
liquid base, add a healthy fat, one 
to two handfuls of fruit, and two to 
three handfuls of veggies to a 
blender jug. Then, blend it all up for 
a healthy, tasty drink filled with 
nutrients. For options: 
goodcleanhealth.com/recipes/good
_clean_health_ 
superfood_green_smoothie_ 
guide/ 

 
Check out these classroom favorites: 

Growing Vegetable Soup, by Lois Ehlert: Cut-paper illustrations show 
the process of planting and harvesting a vegetable garden. The produce 
is then used to make a delicious pot of soup! 

The Tiny Seed, by Eric Carle: Children who love The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar will also enjoy this book about the life cycle of a flower. 

Eggday, by Joyce Dunbar: Dora the duck declares a competition for the 
best egg. Several animals on the farm try to lay eggs to join the fun until 
a helpful hen offers up hers for them to decorate. The twist at the end 
will continue kids’ education on eggs. 

My Dadima Wears a Sari, by Kashmira Sheth: This story tells about a 
girl who asks her grandmother about her sari. Her dadima shows all the 
wonderful things she can do with this special garment. 

Dear Juno, by Soyung Pak: This book tells the story of a boy who 
receives a letter from his grandma in Seoul and interprets the Korean 
he can’t read through the pictures and items in the envelope. He then 
sends his own picture message to her. 

Happy reading! 

PS 2’s lucky rainbows float over the room. 

Now that winter is finally drawing to a close, it’s time to start planning some activities to shake off that cabin fever! 
Check out some of these local venues that offer fun for families with young children: 

Wheaton Regional Park, Georgia Avenue Entrance: Entering Wheaton Regional Park off Georgia Avenue — just south 
of Randolph Road — you will find a large picnic area with lots of play equipment, a miniature train, and a working 
carousel. Pack a picnic and enjoy this free public park. 

Brookside Gardens: Spring is a wonderful time to visit Brookside Gardens. This 50-acre public garden includes an 
aquatic garden, azalea garden, butterfly garden, children’s garden, Japanese garden (complete with koi pond), rain 
garden, a woodland walk, and more. You’ll also find a picnic area and nature center near the parking lot. Admission 
to the gardens is free. 

Brookside Gardens also has a variety of classes and program for preschool-age children. Information on both the 
park and child-friendly programs can be found at: www.montgomeryparks.org/brookside/ 

Imagination Stage: Imagination Stage offers weekend workshops for young children. “Saturday Song Circle” features 
a performer using songs and instruments to explore a popular children’s book and is recommended for children 
ages 1-3. Tickets cost $8 per person. “Sunday Fun-Day” brings stories to life through dramatic play, art, music, and 
more, and includes a Parent Pack with ideas to extend the activities at home. It is recommended for children ages 3-
5 and costs $10 per person. Also check out the new Imagination Stage show, “The Jungle Book,” starting April 22, 
with your children ages 4 and older. Imagination Stage offers special performances that are sensory friendly and 
interpreted in American Sign Language. Learn more about the show, as well as about interactive art and music 
activities for children, at imaginationstage.org. 
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We Are Little Airplanes 
We are little airplanes flying, flying, 
We are little airplanes, zoom, zoom, 
zoom. 
We are flying low, we are flying high, 
We are little airplanes flying in the 
sky.  

Flowers Blooming  
(Call and response song) 
Flowers blooming, (repeat) 
Robins sing - 
Weather’s getting warmer - 
Must be spring! 
April showers - 
Grass turns green- 
Weather’s getting warmer - 
Must be spring! 

Itsy-Bitsy Spider 
The itsy-bitsy spider climbed up the 
waterspout. 
Down came the rain 
and washed the spider out. 
Out came the sun 
and dried up all the rain 
and the itsy-bitsy spider climbed up 
the spout again. 

Pussy Willow 
I know a little pussy, 
Her coat is soft and grey,  
She lives down in the meadow, 
Not very far away. 
She’ll always be a pussy, 
She’ll never be a cat, 
For she’s a pussy willow, 
Now what do you think of that? 
Meow, meow, meow, meow, 
Meow, meow, meow, meow,  
SKAT!   

 

This Is the Day 
(Call and response for the repeats)  
This is the day (repeat)  
That the Lord has made (repeat)  
We will rejoice (repeat)  
And be glad in it (repeat)  
This is the day that the Lord has 
made  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
This is the day (repeat)  
That the Lord * has * made! ** 

Little Arabella Miller 
Little Arabella Miller had a fuzzy 
caterpillar, 
First it crawled upon her mother, 
Then upon her baby brother, 
They said, “Arabella Miller, take away 
that caterpillar!” 
Little Arabella Miller had a fuzzy 
caterpillar. 
First it crawled upon her brother, 
Then upon her dear grandmother, 
She said, “Arabella Miller, how I love 
your caterpillar.” 

Here’s a Little Alligator 
Here’s a little alligator sitting on a 
log, 
In a little pond, he sees a little frog. 
Down goes the alligator, ‘round goes 
the log, 
Splash! Goes the water and away 
swims the frog!  

He’s Got the Whole World 
He’s got the whole world in His 
hands, 
(repeat 3 times) 
vs. 2: He's got the boys and the girls 
vs. 3: He's got the mommies and the 
daddies 

Oats, Peas, Beans, and Barley 
Oats, peas, beans and barley grow 
Oats, peas, beans  and barley  grow, 
Do you or I or anyone know 
How oats, peas, beans and barley 
grow? 
 
First the farmer sows the seed. 
Then he stands and takes his ease: 
Stamps his foot and claps his hand, 
And turns around to view the land. 
Oats, peas, beans (repeat first verse) 

The Old Gray Cat 
The old gray cat is sleeping, sleeping, 
sleeping, 
The old gray cat is sleeping in the 
house. 
vs. 2 - The little mice are creeping 
vs. 3 - The little mice are nibbling 
vs. 4 - The old gray cat comes 
creeping 
vs. 5 - The little mice are scurrying 

Five Little Frogs 
Five green and speckled frogs, 
Sat on a speckled log, 
Eating some most delicious bugs 
(yum, yum) 
One jumped into the pool, 
Where it was nice and cool, 
Then there were four green speckled 
frogs. (Glub, glub) 
vs. 2 - Four frogs, then Three, Two, 
One, No green speckled frogs.” 

 

 

                                                                                                                             


