
Scholarship Fund

Maryland assessment data 
shows that children who attend 
private preschool programs 
such as GSLP score highly on 
school readiness measures. 
Part of GSLP's mission is to 
reach out to the surrounding 
community and offer families 
in need the chance to enroll 
their children in a high-quality 
early education program. 

GSLP’s Scholarship Fund helps 
a few of these children, but we 
would like to do more. Need-
based scholarships are 
provided for Pre-Kindergarten 
and Early Pre-Kindergarten 
classes. If you would like to 
help build our ability to reach 
students who just miss the 
cutoff for public pre-K, please 
consider a tax-deductible 
donation to our fund. 
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The Bear Went Onto the Bulletin Board! Mrs. Stockton’s Early Pre-K 2 
class created collage teddy bears to celebrate Teddy Bear Days.

Personal & Social Skills for Success

Academic accomplishments such as learning ABC’s and 123’s 
are just a small part of kindergarten readiness. In fact, it’s far 
more important for incoming kindergarteners to sharpen their 
personal and social skills, which are the foundation for school 
success. Students must handle all personal and social tasks while 
also learning the academic curriculum. Thus, social-emotional 
development is very important in assessing whether a child is 
kindergarten ready or would benefit from another year of pre-K. 

Kindergarteners are expected to: 

• work independently and follow directions 
• stay in their own space 
• know when to ask for help and when to figure things out on 

their own 
• handle going to special classes such as music and art with 

someone other than the classroom teacher 
• take care of all personal needs such as using the toilet and 

dressing in outerwear 
• load their own backpacks 
• feed themselves lunch in a relatively short amount of time 
• make new friends 
• work through difficulties with other children 
• deal with the “pecking order” on the playground, and more.

A mission of  
Good Shepherd 
Lutheran 
Church - 
goserve.net



GSLP Home + School Connection Newsletter January/February 2017

Good Shepherd Lutheran Preschool �2

Bundle Up – It’s Cold Out There!

Classes go outside every day, weather 
permitting. (Visit health.mo.gov/safety/childcare/
pdf/weatherwatch.pdf for safe outdoor play 
temperature guidelines.) Please send your child 
in a heavy winter coat, hat, mittens (not five-finger 
gloves), and, especially if there is snow on the 
ground, warm winter boots. Put pants or heavy 
leggings under dresses. Please label ALL coats, 
hats, and mittens, as children often have trouble 
identifying their own items when they get mixed 
up. 

Valentine’s Day Tips & Guidelines

Classes will enjoy Valentine’s Day parties the 
week of Feb. 13. Check class calendars and 
bulletin boards for information about times, 
volunteer opportunities, and supply requests. 

Each student should bring a small card for each 
member of the class plus themselves: 

Stockton EPK 2, Ganz, Forcey, Parrales: 12 cards  
West, Stockton Pre-K: 14 cards  
Cunningham EPK 3 and Pre-K: 16 cards 

Buy a box of cards meant for handing out to 
classmates in the seasonal section of dollar or 
discount stores or check out our card-crafting tips 
on page 4. Have your child sign their name to 
each card. Please do not address the cards to 
members of the class. 

While it is OK to attach a small candy or novelty 
item to cards, please do not contribute large 
goodie bags. Please also ensure that any candy is 
nut and peanut free. Valentines will be sealed in 
bags and sent home for parents to inspect. 
Teachers will not be inspecting items.

Join Us for Character Breakfast! 
It’s time for another fun weekend family event! 
Bring the family to Good Shepherd Preschool on 
Sat., Feb. 4 from 9:00-10:00 AM in Shepherd’s Hall 
for a Character Breakfast! 

Good Shepherd Preschool and GSLC Youth are 
working together to offer this fun event featuring 
your child’s favorite characters from storybooks 
and movies. Bring all the siblings along to enjoy 
fruit and pastries, play, and make crafts, all while 
interacting and taking photos with volunteers 

dressed up as fairy tale friends and superheroes. 
We encourage kids to come in costume as well! 

If you will attend, please let us know by Jan. 29 
by emailing rsvp@goserve.net or 
gspreschool@outlook.com. We ask that 

attendees consider a free-will donation of 
$5-10 per person to help with the costs of 

the event and to support GSLC Youth 
activities in thanks for their efforts. 

Please let us know if you have any 
questions. We hope to see you there!

News You 
Can Use! 
Insider Info for GSLP Families

Teddy Bear Friends. Mrs. Stockton’s STEAM Pre-K 
painted teddy bear faces and used collage materials to 
create the bear’s features.
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Conferences FAQ

When are winter conferences? 
Winter conferences will start on 
Jan. 30. Check your class bulletin 
board for exact dates and times. 

What will we discuss?  
Conferences are an opportunity 
to discuss how your child is 
progressing in all curriculum 
areas, including social-emotional, 
motor, and academic skills. 

How can we prepare? 
Teachers send home a 
questionnaire that asks about 
your child’s feelings about 
school, interests, and areas where 
your child may need assistance. 
Please return surveys ASAP. 

What will we see at conferences? 
Teachers will go over the 
questionnaire, progress reports, 
photos of your child engaged in 
learning activities, and work 
samples demonstrating progress. 

How do we sign up for a time? 
Check your class bulletin board 
for sign-up sheets. Times go fast, 
so have a few backup choices. 

What if listed times don’t work? 
Conferences are important, and it 
is impossible for teachers to 
show your children’s growth 
through photos and work 
samples over the phone. It is 
expected that you will make time 
in your schedule for conferences. 

Where will my child be?  
Children will be in their classes 
with their usual assistant teacher 
and a substitute teacher.

Make Valentines for Fun & Practice 
Valentine’s Day provides a great at-home learning opportunity for 
preschool students. Children can work on many skills while 
creating homemade Valentine cards with you, whether you 
collaborate on an elaborate Pinterest-inspired craft or just let your 
child loose on construction paper and doilies. 

Cutting: Children need lots of practice with scissors to master 
cutting smoothly and on a line. Teach your child to fold paper in 
half, draw half a heart with the fold at the middle, and then cut 
along the line to create easy heart-shaped cards. (You’ll get 
embedded lessons in shapes and symmetry as a bonus!) 
Alternatively, pull out extra red or foil wrapping paper from 
Christmas and let your child cut it into small pieces. Glue these 
pieces on your cards to create a shiny collage. You can also pick 
up paper punches or a pair of crazy cutting scissors to give your 
Valentines decorative edges.  

Painting: Have your child paint several pieces of paper with swirls 
of holiday colors such as red and pink. Use foam brushes to coat 
stampers in bright colors, and then stamp the front of each card. 
Cut out heart- or flower-shaped cards from the dried paintings. 
Painting builds hand strength, art skills, and creativity. It can also 
be a sensory experience should if you fingerpaint or a science 
experiment if you provide primary colors for your child to mix. 

Glitter, Stickers, Pipe Cleaners, and More: Provide a variety of 
materials for your child to explore. Let them flex their creative 
muscles by trying out ways to combine them and let them sharpen 
their problem-solving skills by figuring out the best way to turn two 
heart-shaped doilies into a butterfly. 

Writing: Don’t forget the most important part! Guide your child in 
writing their name on each masterpiece. It’s good practice both for 
proficient name writers and for beginning scribblers.

Thumb in the 
Thumb Place, 
Fingers All 
Together! Mrs. 
Parrales’s Pre-K 
decorated 
mittens as part 
of learning 
about winter 
and dressing 
for the 
weather.
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2017-2018 Enrollment Info 
It’s registration time again! This year, GSLP is encouraging new 
and returning families to enroll using our online application, 
available at gslp-gaithersburg.org/enroll. Paper applications 
are available in the office for those unable to enroll online. See 
the attached flyer for class options 

Registration forms must be returned before 3:00 PM on 
Thurs., Feb. 9. Church members, current students, and siblings 
of current and former students receive priority placement in 
classes ONLY if forms are received by Feb. 9. Community 
members who turn in applications by Feb. 9 receive the next 
priority in placement. After Feb. 9, ALL applications, including 
community applications, are processed on a first-come, first 
served basis. Don’t miss out on priority enrollment! 

Teacher assignments should not be assumed to remain the 
same and should not be considered when choosing a class. 
Staff assignments are made after student registration.  

The office will send home class placement notifications the 
week of Feb. 13. Once you have been notified of your class 
placement, a nonrefundable $80 registration fee and 
nonrefundable first tuition payment are due to the office 
along with a signed enrollment agreement by Fri., Feb. 24 
in order to reserve the spot. 

Summer Camp Info 
It’s time to sign up for Montgomery 
County summer camp! Visit 
activemontgomery.org to sign up for 
Summer 2017 camps, many aimed at 
children ages 3 to 5. Your children 
can pretend to be pirates, become 
experts in Lego-based building, or 
jump into the arts. 

The City of Gaithersburg also offers 
camp options for both residents and 
nonresidents. Kinderplay is a half-day 
camp for children ages 5 to 6, and 
Artsy Vacation at the Arts Barn is a 
three-day camp for children ages 4 to 
6. See gaithersburgmd.gov/leisure/
camps to learn about Gaithersburg’s 
kids’ camps and fun water park. 

Also, don’t forget to mark your 
calendars for Aug. 7-11 for Vacation 
Bible School right here at Good 
Shepherd. Applications for this very 
popular program for preschoolers 
and their older siblings will go home 
in tote bags soon. For more 
information, visit www.goserve.net/

vacation-
bible-school. 
We hope to 
see you at 
“Maker Fun 
Factory” this 
summer!

Sweet Treat: Valentine Tortilla Roll-Ups

Medium-size tortillas 
Strawberry cream cheese 
Strawberry jam 

Spread a tortilla with strawberry cream cheese. Top with a layer of strawberry jam. 
Carefully roll the tortilla up like a sushi roll. Cut into one-inch pieces to make festive-
looking pinwheels for a fun Valentine’s Day snack.

Let It Snow! Mrs. West's EPK 3 painted over tape, then removed it.
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Family Play & Learn

Educational Program Director 
Colleen Fischer will lead Family 
Play & Learn on Feb. 15, a fun and 
free opportunity to come play 
with your child here at GSLP and 
enjoy songs and a story together. 
It’s a great opportunity to meet 
other parents and to introduce 
younger siblings to a preschool 
environment. We would love to 
see you there!

📚  📖  📘  Book Nook 📘  📖  📚   

The Day it Rained Hearts, by Felicia Bond: Cornelia Augusta 
catches a variety of hearts during one special day of precipitation. 
She uses them to make valentines unique to each of her friends. A 
great book to read before you start crafting your own valentines! 

The Biggest Valentine Ever, by Steven Kroll: This book features two 
friends who realize after fighting over creating a card that the way 
to make the best, biggest valentine ever is to work together. 

Bear Hugs, by Karma Wilson: This book is full of “romantically 
ridiculous animal rhymes” to giggle over with your little valentines. 

A Picture Book of George Washington, by David Adler: Celebrate 
Washington’s Birthday and introduce your own budding historian 
to our nation’s first president with this picture book bursting with 
biographical information. 

I am Abraham Lincoln, by Brad Meltzer: Teach your kids the story 
of our sixteenth president with this picture book biography that 
focuses on Lincoln’s sense of fairness – a trait kids can relate to!

Maryland’s pre-kindergarten standards provide 
some insight into what schools look for in students 
entering kindergarten. GSLP, as a state-accredited 
school, keeps up to date on the evolving standards 
that are used for evaluating rising kindergarteners 
and uses this knowledge to inform our practice. 
Here is some guidance on what to look for when 
deciding if your child is ready for kindergarten: 

• Shows curiosity about what is new and different. 
• Identifies and communicates feelings and ideas 

with complete sentences. 
• Demonstrates self-direction and independence in 

self-care tasks and class activities. 
• Follows basic health and safety rules. 
• Demonstrates memory of the past and the ability 

to apply it to new situations. 
• Carries out three-step directions independently.  
• Makes and keeps friends.  
• Can control impulses and delay gratification. 
• Is excited about school and learning. 

• Understands concepts about print (such as how 
to hold a book, knowing that the words tell the 
story, and which direction you follow to read text). 

• Identifies at least 30 alphabet letters. 
• Writes random uppercase and lowercase letters. 
• Recognizes and writes own name. 
• Matches letters with their most common sounds. 
• Identifies spoken words that share initial sounds. 
• Identifies rhyming words. 
• Counts at least 10 objects, pointing to each one. 
• Makes groups of up to 5 items and tells how 

many are in the group without having to recount.  
• Recognizes numerals and connects them to the 

correct quantity of objects. 
• Draws a person with recognizable features. 
• Recognizes and draws simple geometric shapes. 
• Uses scissors with confidence and purpose. 

For tips on how to help your child get ready for 
kindergarten, visit www.readyatfive.org. Resources 
are also available on GSLP parent bulletin boards.

Learn to Recognize the Signs of Kindergarten Readiness

Sweet! Mrs. Forcey’s class’s “candy.”
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January/February Songs and Finger Plays 
Will You Be My Valentine? 
Will you be my valentine, valentine, 
valentine? 
Will you be my valentine? I love you! 
Yes, I’ll be your valentine, valentine, 
valentine, 
Yes, I’ll be your valentine, I love you! 

Red Heart Says I Love You 
Red heart says I love you, 
Red heart says I love you, 
Red heart says I love you,  
Blue heart says I love you too! 
vs. 2: Blue heart says….. 
(Continue with all the colors and end 
with) 
All the colors say we love you, too! 

Skidamarink 
Skidamarink a dinky dink 
Skidamarink a doo 
I love you! 
(repeat) 
I love you in the morning, 
And in the afternoon, 
I love you in the evening 
And underneath  the moon, 
Oh, skidamarink a dinky dink 
Skidamarink a doo, 
I love you – too 
Boo – boopy do – yeah! 

His Love For Me 
His love is higher than the mountains, 
Deeper than the sea, 
Wider than the heavens 
Jesus’ precious love for me, 
How wonderful, how can it be? 
How wonderful, His love for me!  

I Love You Little 
I love you little, 
I love you lots! 
My love for you would fill ten pots 
Fifteen buckets, sixteen cans, 
Three teacups and four dishpans! 

Mail Myself to You 
I’m gonna wrap myself in paper, 
I’m gonna daub myself with glue 
Stick some stamps the top of my head 
– LICK! 
I’m gonna mail myself to you. 
vs. 2: Take off all that wrapping paper, 
Take that stamp right off of my head – 
RIP! 
Fill me up with ice cream sodies – 
GLUG, GLUG, GLUG 
And put me in my nice warm bed. 

My God is So Great 
My God is so great,  
So strong and so mighty, 
There’s nothing my God cannot do! 
(repeat) 
The mountains are His,  
The rivers are His, 
The starts are His handiwork, too. 
My God is so great,  
So strong and so mighty, 
There’s nothing my God cannot do - 
for you! 

Good Morning 
“Good morning,” said the sun. 
“Good morning,” said the sun. 
“I'll be shining on you all day long.” 
“Good evening,” said the moon, 
“Good evening,” said the moon. 
“I'll be dreaming with you all night 
long.” 

Teddy Bear 
Teddy Bear, Teddy Bear, turn around, 
Teddy Bear, Teddy Bear, touch the 
ground, 
Teddy Bear, Teddy Bear, show your 
shoe, 
Teddy Bear, Teddy Bear, that will do. 
Teddy Bear, Teddy Bear, go upstairs, 
Teddy Bear, Teddy Bear, say your 
prayers, 
Teddy Bear, Teddy Bear, turn out the 
lights, 
Teddy Bear, Teddy Bear, say good 
night! 

We’re Gonna Go, Go Tell About Jesus 
We’re gonna go, go tell about Jesus 
Go, go tell about Jesus, 
Go, go tell about Jesus 
Everywhere we go. 
vs. 2: We’re gonna go, go sing about 
Jesus 
vs. 3: We’re gonna go, go shout about 
Jesus 
vs. 4: We’re gonna go, show how we 
love Jesus  

Thumb in the Thumb Place 
Thumb in the thumb place, 
Fingers all together 
This is the song we 
Sing in mitten weather. 
Whether it’s sunny 
Or it’s snowy weather, 
Thumb in the thumb place 
Fingers all together 
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Come visit us! 
We offer class tours on weekdays, 
9:45 AM - 3:00 PM. 

Schedule a tour 
today to see the 
learning in action! 
P: 301-963-1955 
E: gspreschool@outlook.com 
W: www.gslp-gaithersburg.org

2017-2018 school year application 
now available! Fill it out online: 
www.gslp-gaithersburg.org/enroll

Give your child the gift of a 
nurturing, play-based education! 

Classes for children ages 2, 3, and 4 

Flexible, part-time class schedules 

Highly educated preschool teachers  

Developmentally appropriate, research-based curriculums 

Guided growth in social and critical-thinking skills 

Weekly music classes, plus STEM and arts events 

Christian education program with twice-monthly chapel 

Workshops, play and learn sessions, and more programming 
for families through the year
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2017-2018 Class Offerings 
Early Pre-Kindergarten 2 
Must be age 2 by Sept. 1, 2017. Toilet training NOT required. 

Class 2: Early Pre-K 2    $225/payment 
Tuesday and Thursday 9:30 AM–12:00 PM 

Early Pre-K Plus     $75/payment 
Extends class until 1:30 PM. Must turn 3 years old by March 1, 2018 Requires 
enrollment in Class 2: Early Pre-K 2 

Early Pre-Kindergarten 3 
Must be age 3 by Sept. 1, 2017. Toilet training REQUIRED. 

Class 3A: Early Pre-K 3    $260/payment 
Tuesday and Thursday 9:30 AM–1:30 PM 

Class 3B:  Early Pre-K 3    $275/payment 
Monday and Wednesday 9:30 AM–12:00 PM, Friday 9:30 AM–1:30 PM  

Class 3C: Early Pre-K 3    $350/payment 
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 9:30 AM–1:30 PM  

Pre-Kindergarten 
Must be age 4 by Sept. 1, 2017, except as noted. Toilet training REQUIRED. 

Class 4A: STEAM Afternoon Pre-K   $260/payment 
Early Entrance Option: Must be age 4 by Oct. 15, 2017  
Monday – Thursday 12:30–3:00 PM 

Class 4B: Pre-K     $345/payment 
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 9:30 AM–1:30 PM 

Class 4C: Pre-K     $515/payment 
Monday – Friday 9:30 AM–1:30 PM

Accredited and Licensed 

At GSLP, we hold ourselves to the 
highest standards when it comes to 
caring for and educating your child. 
We are licensed by the state, which 
means we take extensive measures 
to promote your child’s health and 
safety.   

In addition, our early childhood 
education program is accredited by 
the Maryland State Department of 
Education. Teachers plan lessons 
and classroom environments using 
state-approved curriculums and 
knowledge of your children’s needs 
and interests. Our program is 
designed to promote constant 
learning in all areas. 

Apply today!  
gslp-gaithersburg.org/enroll


