
 

 

GSLP students welcome fall by 
enjoying two iconic seasonal 
fruits: apples and pumpkins!  

Classes participate in a variety of 
apple- and pumpkin-related 
activities during the third week of 
October. Many classes will enjoy 
special cooking projects and may 
dress in fall colors. 

Children will learn that apples 
come from trees and pumpkins 
grow on vines. For kids — many 
of whom have never acquired 
pumpkins or apples from any 
place but a grocery store — this 
can be big news! 

Students will get to select a 
pumpkin to decorate from our 
playground pumpkin patch. Each 
class will cut open a pumpkin 
and pull out its seeds. Classes 
may then do further activities, 
such as planting the seeds or 
examining parts with hand 
lenses.  

Collage Orchard. Mrs. Forcey’s Early Pre-Kindergarten 3 class created a tree 
full of apples using plates, paint, and paper scraps. 

We are so excited to welcome everyone to the new school year here 
at Good Shepherd Preschool! Our staff has been working tirelessly to 
create engaging classroom environments and learning experiences 
for your children, and it’s a true pleasure to finally share them all with 
you. 

GSLP offers several ways for families and teachers to communicate. 
The easiest way to send a note to your child’s teachers is to email 
them using the school email address, gspreschool@outlook.com. 
Teachers will read and respond to your message as soon as possible. 

If you prefer not to email, you can use the clear plastic message bins 
mounted outside classrooms. Paper, envelopes, and pens are 
available there for you to write teachers a note. Leave messages right 
in the bin. 

Teachers provide monthly calendars with information on class events 
and curriculum. You can also keep up with events through the 
preschool website at gslp-gaithersburg.org. Scroll down the home 
page to find recent announcements and a list of coming events. You’ll 
also find links to important info and electronic copies of this 
newsletter! 

GSLP also uses social media to keep you up to date with important 
announcements, such as emergency closings. Follow us on Facebook 
at facebook.com/gslp.gaithersburg or on Twitter @GSLP_Gburg. 
Please note that we take children’s safety very seriously at GSLP, and 
none of our web sites will feature photos of your children’s faces.  

And as always, you can contact us by phone at 301-963-1955. We 
look forward to hearing from you! 
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All GSLP students received a blue GSLP tote bag on 
Classroom Visits day. Please send this tote bag to 
school with your child daily. Children should not bring 
backpacks or other bags to school. Backpacks are 
difficult for our young students to pack 
independently and do not fit well in our limited space 
for storing bags. Leave backpacks at home for 
“playing school” with friends. 

Each GSLP tote bag has a white bar at the top for 
your child’s name. Print their name in title case 
(uppercase first letter, lowercase other letters). We 
encourage you to decorate these bags with your child 
so that they reflect your child’s personality. It also 
makes it easier for children to identify their own bag. 

The Good Shepherd preschool and church 
community are celebrating Halloween this year with 
a weekend family event: Trunk or Treat! Volunteers 
will deck out their car trunks with themed 
decorations and hand out candy to trick or treaters. 
We’ll also have child-friendly activities to keep the 
fun going after the candy’s been collected. Get your 
costumes ready and come out to the school parking 
lot on Oct. 30 from 3:00 to 5:00 PM. Younger and 
elementary-age siblings are invited, too! Please help 
us keep this popular event manageable: Remember 
that Trunk or Treat is for preschool and church 
families only.  

Important Note: GSLP does not celebrate 
Halloween in class. Students should not wear 
costumes to school. Any child coming to school in 
costume on Oct. 31 will be required to change into 
their emergency clothes. 

Show your school spirit! Celebrate GSLP (and GSLP’s 
25th birthday!) with a school T-shirt. Order forms for 
logo T-shirts and sweatshirts will come home in tote 
bags soon. If you have a question about size or style, 
come check out samples in the Preschool office. 
Shirts will arrive in time for Christmas. 

 

Kids love the GSLP playground! Families are welcome 
to use our playground before and after school as long 
as no classes need it for outdoor time. (If a class does 
arrive for its playtime, please exit immediately. Kids 
love the playground but hate to wait!) 

We ask that you enforce the GSLP playground rules 
while you are on the playground with your children. 
The rules are listed in the Parent Handbook. 
Consistency helps kids remember the rules and keeps 
everyone safe. 

Please remember that staff can’t monitor your 
children outside of school time. Keep the playground 
open for families by supervising children in person 
(not from the car) and respecting the rules.  

The preschool knows families are always looking for 
books to read aloud or parenting resources, so we 
maintain a lending library just inside the office door. 

The library offers books, videos, and other media 
aimed at both parents and children. We have picture 
books and board books for young children, as well as 
issue-specific resources for parents, such as books on 
dealing with food allergies and a bag of resources to 
help children deal with grieving the loss of love ones. 

Please return the materials to the library when 
finished. 

Insider Info for GSLP Families 

Color Garden. Mrs. Cunningham’s Early Pre-Kindergarten 3 
class dripped watercolors on coffee filters to make these 
sculptures. 
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When are fall conferences? 
Fall parent conferences run from 
October 24 to Nov. 4. Check your 
child’s class calendar and 
conference sign-up sheet. 

What will we discuss? 
Teachers will discuss your child’s 
social and emotional development 
and your child’s adjustment to 
school. Teachers have been 
observing children since the first 
day of school and may have 
suggestions for at-home activities. 

When will teachers discuss 
academic progress? 
Winter conferences will focus on 
children’s progress across all 
curriculum domains. Teachers will 
distribute progress reports and 
provide photos and work samples to 
review. Teachers will recommend 
placement for next year as well. 

Why meet so early in the year? 
These conferences provide an 
opportunity for parents and 
teachers to exchange information 
about children’s activities, 
personalities, and needs. 
Establishing an ongoing exchange 
of information can make a 
significant difference in the 
progress a child makes. 

How do I sign up for a time? 
Teachers first provided conference 
sign-up sheets at Back to School 
Night. Currently, sign-up sheets are 
posted on class bulletin boards. 

What if all the conference times fall 
during my work day? 
Parents are expected to make time 
to attend a conference during the 
available conference hours. The 
posted times are the only times 
conferences will be held.  

What will my child be doing? 
While teachers conference with 
parents, assistant teachers will lead 
classes with the help of a trained 
substitute teacher. Very small 
children may attend with you. 

 
Parking Lot Safety: Young children are constantly coming and going 
in the GSLP parking lot. Here’s how you can help protect them:  

1. Drive slowly and carefully when entering and exiting the parking lot. 
Young children can dart out unexpectedly from between cars.  

2. Be sure to hold the hands of all children in your care when walking in 
the parking lot. It’s easier for drivers to see adults than small kids. 

3. Never leave kids in the car when coming into school! Get to know the 
other parents in your child’s class and add them to your authorized 
pickup list. If an extra hand is unavailable, call the office if you need 
someone to watch a sick or sleeping child in your vehicle. 

4. Never let a child stand outside the car while you buckle or unbuckle 
another. Have kids wait inside the car while you handle safety seats. 

5. Pay close attention to children when chatting in front of the school. 
Kids can quickly wander into traffic while a care provider is distracted. 

Halloween Safety: Many children love dressing up Halloween, but 
keep in mind that some young children may find this whole evening a 
bit overwhelming. Here are some simple safety rules to remember: 

1. Take young children out to trick-or-treat early. The scarier costumes 
tend to come out later in the evening. 

2. Stick with visiting family, friends, and neighbors. Make the 
experience fun but short – all that excitement can be tiring! 

3. Use make-up instead of a mask as masks limit a child’s visibility. 

4. Be sure costumes do not drag. Cut off the legs or trim down skirts. 

5. Have the child carry a flashlight. Find a fun Halloween-themed one! 

6. Stress to children that they should not eat any candy or other food 
items until a responsible adult has safety-checked the treats. 

7. Trick or treat at a family-friendly event such as Good Shepherd’s 
Trunk or Treat on Oct. 30 from 3:00 to 5:00 PM. See you there! 

Art Bite. Mrs. 
Parrales’s Pre-
Kindergarten 
class created 
sparkly apples 
with paint, 
glitter, and 
paper plates. 
They also 
created apple 
cores with 
seeds. They 
learned how 
apples come 
in different 
colors.  



GSLP Home + School Connection Newsletter  September/October 2016 

 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Preschool  4 

 

By Lori Forcey 

October is my family’s favorite time of the year because the weather is perfect to get out and experience special fall 
activities in and around Montgomery County. Here are some of our favorites: 

Gaver Farm Fall Festival, Mt. Airy – This is a big one! Set aside a day to check out Gaver Farm’s fall festival – a huge 
affair with two corn mazes (one big, one small), pumpkin picking and hayrides, slides, pedal bikes and tractors, tons 
of climbing and jumping activities, animals to feed and games for preschoolers and older siblings alike. Bring a 
picnic or purchase food at the festival. www.gaverfarm.com 

National Capital Trolley Museum Pumpkin TrolleyFest, Colesville (Oct. 15-16, 22-23) – Includes a trolley ride and 
stop at Pinson’s Pumpkin Market where children may exchange pumpkin tokens for pumpkins they can decorate 
and take home. www.dctrolley.org 

Larriland Farm, Woodbine – Plenty of pick-your-own opportunities abound at this massive farm just over the line into 
Howard County. Many varieties of apples, plus fall and winter vegetables and flowers are available for picking or for 
purchase in the farm market. Autumn activities include a hayride along a trail decorated with storybook characters, a 
straw maze and the “Larriland Boo Barn.” www.pickyourown.com 

Butler’s Orchard 36th Annual Pumpkin Harvest Days (weekdays in October) and Pumpkin Festival (weekends in 
October), Germantown – Some events include music, food, corn and straw bale mazes, hayloft jumping, animals, 
games and playground equipment, hayrides and pick-your-own pumpkins, face painting, pony rides, slides, and the 
famous pumpkin cannon and apple slingshot. www.butlersorchard.com  

Waters Orchard, Germantown (Fridays, Saturdays & Sundays through apple season) – Big thanks to Elizabeth and 
her mom, Kelly, for this tip! Waters is a nearby orchard that offers a great pick-your-own apple experience only on 
weekends. Purchase your apple-picking bag and jump aboard the Waters Trolley for a ride out to the orchard, or walk 
the ¼ mile trail yourself. Waters currently has six varieties of apples available to pick with more ripening soon. 
www.watersorchard.com 

Your children are making many new 
friends. We encourage families to chat 
in the hall and arrange play dates 
outside of school. Past parents have 
arranged morning “coffee times” during 
school hours to get acquainted. Once 
you get to know other class parents, 
consider giving each other permission to 
pick up your children. That way, if you 
are running late and can’t reach school 
by pick-up time, you’ll avoid a late fee.  

3 cups flour 
1 1/2 cups salt  
3 tbsp. vegetable oil 
3 cups water, mixed with food coloring (gel colors work best) 
1 tbsp. cream of tartar 
Scented extract (such as vanilla), optional 

Mix all ingredients except scent. Cook on medium-high heat, stirring, until dough starts to come together  
and pull away from pan. Don’t overcook it or it will be crumbly! Add scent if desired. Knead until uniform. 
 

Impressions of Fall. Mrs. West’s Early Pre-Kindergarten 3 used autumn 
stampers to make these seasonal imprints. 
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With the weather turning colder, 
families will soon pull boots and 
coats out of storage. Any outgrown 
items can find a good home with a 
local child through Good Shepherd’s 
partner, the Gaithersburg Judy 
Center. 

Please bring in any gently used 
warm winter boots and coats. GSLP 
will collect the items and deliver 
them to the Judy Center in time to 
keep kids warm through the winter. 

 
Check out these classroom favorites: 

Maria Had a Little Llama/María tenía una llamita: This variation on the 
classic song “Mary Had a Little Lamb” moves the tale to Peru, where 
Maria’s llama follows her to school. The book has text in both English 
and Spanish.  

My Cold Plum Lemon Pie Bluesy Mood: This poetic story features a little 
boy who describes his feelings in terms of colors: from a sunny yellow 
mood while eating corn pudding and curry chicken with the family to a 
stormy gray feeling when his older brothers shoo him away. 

I Had a Hippopotamus: In this fun story, a creative little boy imagines 
himself giving all sorts of zoo animals to relatives who might find them 
helpful. He gifts a kangaroo with a pocket that can hold utensils to his 
cooking grandma, a coyote who can howl along with his guitar-
strumming uncle, and more. 

Max Found Two Sticks: A breeze shakes two sticks down to Max as he 
sits on his stoop, and he uses them to tap out the rhythms he hears in 
his neighborhood. Great for introducing musical concepts!  

Happy reading! 

Mrs. Cunningham’s Pre-K’s school web. 

Early intervention for children who have special learning needs is extremely important in providing children with the 
best chance for a positive future and successful school career. The county has long recognized this need and has 
created a free county screening program to help parents identify young children who can benefit from some extra 
help.  

Child Find is a department of the Montgomery County Public Schools. Its purpose is to screen and identify children 
with developmental delays that may affect their performance when they enter kindergarten. Once identified, 
children receive free corrective services from the county. The county also provides a similar screening program 
called Infants and Toddlers for children under 2 years 10 month old. 

Our staff cannot diagnose learning delays in children but will inform parents if their child appears to struggle in 
particular areas. If staff members feel that a screening would be beneficial, they will arrange a parent conference. 
There, they will provide parents with specific information regarding areas of concern.  

If a screening is recommended, we strongly suggest that you call Child Find intake line at 301-947-6080 as soon as 
possible to arrange an appointment. It can take up to two months to get a screening appointment.  

Child Find usually only takes children with significant delays, and there are many children who would benefit from 
services but do not meet the requirements established by Child Find. Your pediatrician can recommend private 
occupational and speech therapists, and treatment is sometimes covered by insurance. 

To learn more about Child Find, Infants and Toddlers, and other free services available, please visit the Special 
Education section of the Montgomery County Public Schools web site (montgomeryschoolsmd.org/ 
departments/specialed/parents/services/) or call 301-230-5966 between 8:30 AM and 5 PM to speak with a Child 
Find Specialist. 
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By Lori Forcey 

It’s hard to believe, but September 2016 marked the 
25th anniversary of Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Preschool (GSLP). That’s a quarter-century of fun and 
learning, fingerpainting and gluing, dancing and 
singing, giggling and wiggling, and Itsy-Bitsy-Spidering 
all in a loving and nurturing Christian education 
setting.  

GSLP opened its doors to 75 three- and four-year-old 
children in September 1991 to help fulfill a desperate 
need in the community for early childhood education. 
According to the proposal presented to Good 
Shepherd Lutheran Church on April 17, 1990, it was 
customary at that time for parents to camp overnight 
or stand for hours in long lines on registration day to 
have any hope of getting their children into local 
preschools. “Although a few Christian preschools do 
exist in the area, they cannot meet the current 
community demand and long waiting lists,” the 
proposal explained. “Good Shepherd is in a central 
location to meet the needs of families all over 
Gaithersburg and beyond. The potential for ministry 
and outreach isn’t just to the streets next to the 
church, but stretches out into the community.” 

In those early days, the preschool offered half-day 
classes two or three days per week depending on a 
child’s age. “The program was very play-based, very 
traditional,” said Kerry Hurley, director of GSLP from 
1991 to 2014. “Once kindergarten became 
mandatory, things began to change – and we 
changed with it. We started an afternoon program. 

We went to a formal curriculum…and started doing 
things like using objectives and assessments. The 
requirements for children entering kindergarten 
increased and we felt obligated to prepare children 
for those changes.” Demand soon arose for programs 
for two-year-olds, as well as for afternoon classes. 

GSLP staff members have always been required to 
have an affiliation with a Christian church, and over 
the years many church members have served as 
teachers at the preschool. This policy has enabled the 
preschool and church to have a symbiotic relationship 
– the excellent reputation of the preschool has 
brought new members to the church, while the 
outstanding fellowship and community found at GSLC 
has attracted families to the preschool.   

“Starting a preschool at Good Shepherd was a dream 
of Pastor Dan [Oravec],” Hurley said. “His 
commitment to the community was always so strong 
through his involvement in Gaithersburg HELP and 
other organizations. By welcoming the community into 
the program, the staff had the opportunity to 
introduce new people to the church and encourage 
them to visit. Parents often had questions. Some 
needed to see a pastor. Being in the church enabled 
that line of communication to happen.”  

That commitment to community continues. GSLP 
works with the Gaithersburg Judy Center, which offers 
early childhood literacy and family support in local 
neighborhoods, to offer scholarships to families in 
need. At Christmas, preschool families collect books  

 
Proposed to Good Shepherd Lutheran Church: April 1990 
Approved by Church Council: February 1991 
First School Year Begins: September 1991 
 
Original Student Population: 75 students 
Current Student Population: 108 students 
 
Original Ages Served: Children ages 3 and 4 
Current Ages Served: Children ages 2½, 3, and 4 
 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Preschool is licensed and accredited by the Maryland State Department of 
Education. GSLP is reviewed annually for compliance with all licensing standards and renews its 
accreditation every three years. GSLP will renew its accreditation next in March 2017. 
 
As part of its continuing commitment to community benevolence, GSLP serves as a Partner of the 
Gaithersburg Judy Center, which serves at-risk children at Summit Hall Elementary School and 
Washington Grove Elementary School. 
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and art supplies to create literacy-promoting gift bags 
for Judy Center children. Plus, each year at 
Thanksgiving, GSLP conducts a food drive to benefit 
St. Martin’s Food Pantry or Gaithersburg HELP.  

GSLP earned national accreditation in the mid-1990s. 
In 2011, after the Maryland State Department of 
Education created its own accreditation program 
aligned with state expectations for incoming 
kindergarteners, GSLP switched to this new program 
and has maintained its strict standards to this day. “I 
felt accreditation of some sort was important because 
as a mission of the church, the church council 
deserved an outside evaluation of our program,” 
Hurley said. “What the preschool did reflected on the 
church and I wanted that reflection to always be 
positive.”  

 

Today, GSLP enrolls up to 108 children. Extended-day 
programs, lunch plus enrichment and an afternoon 
Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Math 
(STEAM) program have evolved to meet the changing 
needs of the community. While standard paper books 
are still the norm, children today also have access to 
electronic and audiobooks at classroom listening 
centers. Favorite sensory experiences include building 
with translucent blocks on a light table and planting 
seedlings in the preschool’s two organic-garden 
planter boxes.   

On October 2, GSLC 
celebrated the 
preschool’s silver 
anniversary with a 
service honoring its 
contributions to the 
church and 
community, 
including the many 
preschool alumni 
who got their start in 
this high-quality 
program. Several 
alumni and their 
parents served as 

worship assistants at these worship services, 
including: Rachel Bruning (GSLP Class of ’06); Julia 
Eckenrode (’05); Holly German (’09); Laney Gunster 
(’05); Miles Hudson (‘08); Nick (’06) and Joey (’10) 
Martinell; Adelle Mengedoht (‘07); Geraldine (’11), Jay 
(’12) and Jaeden (’13) Pangaribuan; Maximilian (’15) 
and Alexandra (’16) Pazicky; Paige (’07) and Jack 
(’09) Tyree; Drew Sonnenberg (’05); and GSLC’s 
Children and Youth Coordinator Eddie Stall (’97). 
Throwback photos of these former preschoolers were 
projected on the screens in the sanctuary as they 
performed their roles. 

“Everyone was all smiles. It was such a joy to see so 
many young people who have wonderful memories of 
their time in preschool here,” said current GSLP co-
director Colleen Fischer. “The service was a 
celebration of the children the program has served 
and continue to serve, and of the special relationship 
between the church and the community through this 
ministry.”  

Fischer delivered the children’s message and, with 
Hurley’s help, assembled a slideshow of church 
members who attended the preschool over the years. 
Frances Foltz contacted and recruited preschool 
alumni to serve as worship assistants and collected 
photos that Philip Meuschke turned into slides to 
show during the service. Co-director Jennifer Coxson 
provided a 25th anniversary celebration cake that the 
congregation enjoyed between services to complete 
the celebration.  

As we look back at snapshots over the last 25 years, 
the faces and clothing styles have changed. So too 
have curriculum and teaching methods evolved to 
meet modern demands. Even the playground has 
undergone a facelift or two. But one thing is as clear 
now as it was on that very first day: the dedication of 
the church and staff to the importance of the 
preschool’s mission of facilitating the development of 
young children. Here’s to another fun and educational 
25 years and beyond! 

Flashback. Children from GSLP’s Class of 2005 enjoying a 
day at preschool. 

Original GSLP logo. 
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One Little Scarecrow 
One little scarecrow hopping up and 
down, 
Hopping up and down, hopping up and 
down, 
One little scarecrow hopping up and 
down,  
For this is Harvest time! 
vs. 2: Two little autumn leaves floating 
through the air 
vs. 3: Three little pumpkins walking in 
a row 
vs. 4: Four little gray squirrels chasing 
up the tree 
vs. 5: Five little children jumping in the 
leaves 

Gray Squirrel 
Gray squirrel, gray squirrel, swish your 
bushy tail, 
Gray squirrel, gray squirrel, swish your 
bushy tail, 
Wrinkle up your funny nose, crack a 
nut between your toes, 
Gray squirrel, gray squirrel, swish your 
bushy tail. 

The Floppy, Floppy Scarecrow   
The floppy, floppy scarecrow 
Guards his field all day. 
He waves his floppy, floppy arms 
(elbows, knees, etc.) 
To scare the crows away. 

Color Song 
Red is the color of a valentine, 
Purple is the color of grapes on a vine, 
Green is the color of green string 
beans, 
Blue is the color of my * blue jeans, 
Yellow is the color of the sun in the sky. 
Orange is the color of mom’s pumpkin 
pie, 
Brown is the color of a chocolate cake, 
White is the color of a *snowflake. 

We Love 
We love ** because God first loved us 
(2x) 
We love ** we love ** 
We love ** because God first * loved * 
us ** 

Love One Another 
Love one another, love one another, 
Love one another Jesus said. 
vs. 2: Help one another 
vs. 3: Care for each other 

My Hands and Feet 
My hands and feet can serve the Lord, 
(3x) 
All of me can serve the Lord. 
My mouth and ears can serve the Lord, 
(3x) 
All of me can serve the Lord. 
 
Oh, When the Leaves Fall Off the Trees 
Sung to the tune:  When the Saints Go 
Marching In 
Oh, when the leaves fall off the trees, 
Oh, when the leaves fall off the trees, 
We know that it must be autumn,  
When the leaves fall off the trees. 
vs. 2: Red, yellow, brown, 
Red, yellow, brown, 
Red, yellow, brown and orange, too, 
We know that it must be autumn,  
When we see those colors true. 

I'm a Little Acorn Round 
I'm a little acorn round, 
Sitting on the cold, cold ground 
Everybody stomps on me, 
That is why I'm cracked, you see, 
I’m a nut! ** I’m a nut! ** I’m a nut! 
** 

 

 

We Are a Family 
Chorus: We are a family, God’s family, 
We are a family, we are one, 
We are a family, God’s family, 
We are a family, we are one. 
Verse: Hey mother, hey father, 
Part of the family, 
Hey, teacher, hey, pastor, 
You’re part, too! 
Hey, friend, and hey, neighbor, 
Part of the family, 
Hey, everybody means me and you! 

Autumn Leaves 
Falling, falling, autumn leaves are 
falling 
Falling, falling, falling to the ground. 
Whirling, whirling, autumn leaves are 
whirling, 
Whirling, whirling, whirling to the 
ground. 

Did You Ever See a Pumpkin?  
Did you ever see a pumpkin, a 
pumpkin, a pumpkin, 
Did you ever see a pumpkin with no 
face at all? 
With no eyes and no nose and no 
mouth and no teeth? 
Did you ever see a pumpkin with no 
face at all? 
vs. 2: So I made a jack-o’-lantern, jack-
o’-lantern,  
jack-o’-lantern, 
So I made a jack-o’-lantern with a big 
smiling face, 
With big eyes and big nose and big 
mouth and big teeth, 
So I made a jack-o’-lantern with a big 
smiling face. 
 
 


