
Summer STEAM 
Workshop 
Join Educational Program 
Director Colleen Fischer on 
Wednesday, May 18, 
9:40-10:40 AM for our new 
Summer STEAM Family 
Workshop. Ms. Fischer will 
discuss what the hot topic 
STEAM (science, technology, 
engineering, arts, and math) 
means in early childhood 
education and provide ideas 
for how you can incorporate 
STEAM education into your 
summer break. 

The workshop will meet 
upstairs in Room 200. Children 
not in class are welcome to 
accompany parents. STEAM-
themed toys will be available 
for these children to play with.
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“Bee” Ready for Kindergarten! Mrs. Parrales’s class created some bright 
bumblebees with cut paper and paper plates to decorate their room.

Saying Farewell to Another Year!
Classes will celebrate the end of a wonderful year of love, 
learning, and laughter with their annual Closing Music and Art 
Programs on Thurs., May 26, and Fri., May 27. 

Students will sing a selection of their favorite songs from music 
class before enjoying a slideshow that tells the story of our 
school year. The program takes parents inside the daily routines 
of the classes and shows the great variety of activities in which 
the children participate. The children love to see themselves on 
the big screen. They usually offer their own commentary! 

Video recording will only be allowed during the singing portion 
of the Music and Art Program. The slideshow portion will be 
available for purchase (see p. 2). Family members who wish to 
take photos or videos must stand behind the seated audience 
members so that all parents can see their children clearly.  

After each program, there will be an opportunity for class and 
individual pictures. Teachers will take the children back to their 
classes after the program, and dismissal will be at regular times. 
Parents are invited to attend Parent Receptions either before or 
after the programs. 

Teachers will be putting new wall displays outside their 
classrooms for the show. Please take time to walk down the 
hallway and note the work of our budding artists. 

A mission of  
Good Shepherd 
Lutheran 
Church - 
goserve.net
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Help GSLP Plan for the Future!
We’ve attached a brief questionnaire to this 
month’s newsletter that asks for feedback on your 
experiences this year. Please tell us about any 
areas of concern and let us know what has 
worked particularly well for you. 

The staff uses this information to make changes 
to the program, to plan for next year and to 
better meet the needs of an ever-changing 
community. Many of preschool parents have 
shared some great ideas over the years! 

Book Drive for the Judy Center!
In honor of Teacher Appreciation Week, GSLP will 
hold a Summer Reading Drive to benefit the 
children served by the Gaithersburg Judy Center 
from May 2 to May 6. Please bring in new or 
gently used books for us to share with these 
members of our community. 

Annual Photo Disc Sale Begins!
Throughout the school year, staff members take 
pictures of class activities, special events, 
birthday or growing day celebrations, chapels, 
and more. At the end of the year, all of these 
special moments are used to create a slideshow 
of the year for our closing program. However, the 
photos you see on the last day are only a small 
selection of the moments captured by teachers.  

GSLP is offering discs with photos from your 
child’s class and the closing program slideshow. 
The cost is $10 for orders received by Wed., May 
25, and $15 for discs purchased the day of the 
programs. Proceeds from the sales benefit the 
GSLP Scholarship Fund. Discs ordered in 
advance will be ready to take home after your 
closing program.

Progress Reports Go Home on 
Your Last Day of School 
Teachers will provide you with student progress 
reports at the end of the last day of school. 
Teachers will only hand these reports to the 
children’s parents or legal guardians; otherwise, 
they will be mailed to the child’s home address. 

Progress reports are summaries of the Creative 
Curriculum Objectives (Early Pre-Kindergarten 2 
classes) or the Early Childhood Observation 
Record (Early Pre-Kindergarten 3 and Pre-
Kindergarten classes). These summaries address 
objectives that the children have been working on 
all year. Parents will receive a written report as well 
as work samples that illustrate children’s growth 
over the year. Progress reports also provide 
recommendations for areas parents and students 
can review this summer. 

We encourage parents of kindergarten-bound 
children to share these reports with their children’s 
kindergarten teachers. These reports can provide 
teachers with valuable information about a child’s 
preschool experience.

News You 
Can Use! 
Insider Info for GSLP Families

Splash of Color. Mrs. Stockton’s class created a mural 
using tissue paper and letter stickers.
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End of Year FAQ!
How will GSLP mark the end of 
the school year? 
GSLP students will have a closing 
program to celebrate the year. 
Students will sing songs they 
have learned this year, and 
everyone will enjoy a photo 
slideshow showing the many 
things children learned and 
experienced. 

How will GSLP help my child 
transition into next year? 
All Early Pre-K 2 and 3 students 
will visit a class one level up to 
help them grasp the idea that 
they will be in a different class 
next year. Returning Pre-K 
students will visit next year’s class, 
and all Pre-K students will read 
have the chance to discuss their 
kindergarten orientations with 
the class during circle times. 

Will there be spring 
conferences?  
GSLP only holds parent-teacher 
conferences during the fall and 
winter. Teachers will give parents 
students’ portfolios and final 
progress reports for the year by 
the last day of school. 

Does GSLP offer summer camp? 
GSLP is closed during the 
summer, but Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Church does offer 
Vacation Bible School during the 
first week of August. All 
preschool families are invited to 
participate! Stop in the office to 
pick up a registration form. 

The GSLP Office will be open on 
Mon., Aug. 8, 9:30-1:30, to 
accept payments and forms.

Enjoy Summer Playtime at Parks! 
Summer is a great time to visit some of the many fantastic parks 
and playgrounds around the county.  

Black Hill Regional Park: Black Hill Regional Park in Boyds features 
several preschooler-friendly playgrounds in a scenic wooded 
setting. Playgrounds are positioned near picnic shelters, so pack a 
lunch and make a day of it! There’s plenty of other activities to fill 
your afternoon, including a dog park for licensed pets, scenic 
trails, and canoes and rowboats for rental. The park also offers a 
visitor center that features nature exhibits and serves as a jumping 
off point for hikes and boat tours of Little Seneca Lake. For more 
information, visit www.montgomeryparks.org/facilities/
regional_parks/blackhill/. 

Mattie J.T. Stepanek Park: This Rockville playground has a huge 
playground with distinct areas for very small children and older 
children. There’s also an outdoor fitness area with a suggested 
exercise circuit parents and kids can try together. The park also 
features many athletic fields, a basketball game area, and picnic 
areas. You can also explore Mattie’s Peace Garden, where you can 
learn about the child poet with whose memory the park honors. 
For more info, visit www.rockvillemd.gov/Facilities/Facility/Details/
Mattie-JT-Stepanek-Park-37. 

GSLP Playground: That’s right, our playground is open during the 
summer! Bring kids to the GSLP playground before school starts to 
get them used to having fun here and help ease the transition into 
the classroom. 

Playgrounds provide kids with a great way to burn off excess 
energy, build muscles, and maintain health. Plus, kids learn social-
emotional skills from playing with the other children there. 
Playgrounds are just a whole lot of fun!

Yarn Drops 
Keep Falling 
on My Head. 
Mrs. Forcey’s 
class dipped 
yarn in a mix of 
glue and water 
and wound it 
around 
balloons to 
create these 
hollow yarn 
balls.
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Keep Kids Learning All Summer Long!
Summer vacation is almost upon us! As always, you are your 
child’s first teacher, and the activities you and your child 
engage in this summer will keep the learning going until fall. 

The Great Outdoors: Summer is a great time to get out in the 
fresh air. Take nature walks through shady wooded areas to 
teach kids about plants and wildlife while getting some 
healthy exercise to build those large muscles. Have a sports 
day or your own family Olympics, with a variety of events so 
everyone can win a gold medal! 

The outdoors also provide lots of opportunity for scientific 
investigation. Plant a vegetable garden to teach kids about 
what plants need to grow and about healthy nutrition. Or, mix 
1/4 cup of dishwashing soap with 2 2/3 cups of water to 
create homemade bubbles. See how big you can make them! 

Reading and Writing: Keep up with reading aloud this 
summer. Not only is a bedtime story soothing, it builds kids’ 
own reading abilities. Read-alouds boost kids’ familiarity with 
how fluent reading sounds, with pauses between meaningful 
phrases and changes in tone based on punctuation. 

Community Activities 
The City of Gaithersburg is 
sponsoring a new event in Olde Town 
Gaithersburg this year, La Milla de 
Mayo (The May Mile), on Saturday, 
May 7, at 5:30 PM. The event features 
two fun runs for kids, 1/4 mile and 
1/2 mile, that are free for children 12 
and under. The race will also feature a 
Pajama Contest, so participants are 
encourage to come dressed in their 
best pajama sets and robes. For more 
info, visit gaithersburgmd.gov/
leisure/special-events/la-milla-de-
mayo. 

Gaithersburg’s annual book festival, 
designed to foster interest in reading, 
writing, and literary conversation, will 
be held at the Gaithersburg City Hall 
grounds on Saturday, May 21, from 
10 AM to 6 PM. Authors will entertain 
and inspire young readers at the 
Children’s Village, and children’s 
workshops will be held throughout 
the day. There’s also playground 
nearby for restless kids. Both festival 
admission and parking are free. For 
more information, visit 
gaithersburgbookfestival.org. 

The Miniature Golf Course at Bohrer 
Park opens on weekends starting May 
6. The Water Park begins its pre-
season on May 28. For more info, visit 
gaithersburgmd.gov/about-
gaithersburg/city-facilities.

Simple Stir"Together Cupcakes!
1 1/2 c. flour 
1 c. sugar 
1 tsp. baking soda 
Whisk together the dry ingredients. Add the wet ingredients and stir until mixed (do 
not beat – it may still look a bit lumpy). Pour into greased, paper-lined muffin tins. Bake 
at 350 degrees for about 20 minutes. Makes 12. 

Authors. Mrs. Cunningham’s Pre-K drew what they like to eat and 
then used inventive spelling to label their pictures.

1/2 tsp. salt 
1 tbsp. vinegar 
5 tbsp. oil

1 tsp. vanilla 
1 c. water 
(Visit GSLP website for flavor variations.)
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Family Movie Night!
We have two Family Movie Nights 
left for this school year: On May 
6, we will celebrate Star Wars Day 
(“May the Fourth be with you!”) 
with The Force Awakens as well as 
Alvin and the Chipmunks: Road 
Chip. Come back then on June 3 
for Finding Nemo and Risen. 
Movie Nights run 6-8:30 PM and 
include a pizza dinner and 
playtime for all the kids.

!  "  #  Book Nook #  "  !   

The Paper Bag Princess, by Robert Munsch: A story about valuing 
yourself and having self-confidence that is great to share with kids 
who are facing the challenge of entering a new class. This fairy tale 
features a smart and resourceful princess doing the rescuing. 

The Upside-Down Boy (El niño de cabeza), by Juan Felipe Herrara: 
This poetic story, told in both Spanish and English, features a boy 
starting at an English-speaking school when he doesn’t know the 
language. 

Dear Primo, by Duncan Tonatiuh: Two cousins, one in America and 
one in Mexico, write each other letters comparing their 
experiences with school and with everyday play with friends. 

i carry your heart with me, by e.e. cummings: This picture book 
illustrates e.e. cummings’s poem with beautiful cutouts of a mother 
introducing her child to the world. 

I Am Too Absolutely Small for School, by Lauren Child: This story, 
featuring PBS’s Charlie and Lola, shows Charlie trying to convince 
his little sister that she really does want to go to school.

Families of students enrolled for this fall will receive 
a letter in early August describing the opening days 
of school. If you do not receive this letter by Aug. 
12, please call (301-963-1955) or email 
(gspreschool@outlook.com) the preschool office. If 
your address changes during the summer, please 
email the preschool with your updated contact 
information so that we can send the letter to the 
correct address. 

Your summer letter will include an invitation to 
attend a gathering with your child’s teachers and 
classmates at the GSLP playground. These 
gatherings are an opportunity for parents and 
children to meet one another and begin building 
relationships that will continue throughout the year. 
Gatherings will happen the week of August 29. 

The next big event to kick off the school year will be 
classroom visits on Sept. 7. Parents and students 
visit classrooms together to introduce the kids to 

where they will spend the year. Your child’s first 
school day will be a mini-day, an hour-long session 
during which parents will stick around for GSLP’s 
yearly parent orientation. Next, Early Pre-K students 
will have shortened sessions to gradually start the 
year, while Pre-K students will start full sessions. 

A preliminary calendar for the new school year will 
soon be available on the GSLP site. Just go to gslp-
gaithersburg.org and choose “Yearly Calendar” 
under the “Current Families” menu. 

By now, all student’s paperwork should have been 
returned to the GSLP office. A second tuition 
payment is due Aug. 8. If you will be away during 
that time, please send in the tuition ahead of time. 
If tuition is not received by Aug. 8, the office staff 
will assume that you wish to withdraw your child 
from the preschool. The preschool office will be 
open on Mon., Aug. 8, from 9:30 AM to 1:30 PM for 
parents who wish to drop-off their tuition.

Looking Ahead to Fall 2016: Gatherings, Visits, and More

Freestyle. Mrs. West’s class collages.
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May Songs and Finger Plays 
Six Little Ducks 
Six little ducks that I once knew, 
Fat ones, skinny ones and fair ones, 
too, 
But the one little duck with the feather 
on its back, 
He led the others with a quack, quack, 
quack. 

Chorus: Quack, quack, quack, 
Quack, quack, quack. 
He led the others with a quack, quack, 
quack. 

Down to the river they would go 
Wibble, wobble, wibble wobble, 
To and fro, 
But the one little duck with the feather 
on its back, 
He led the others with a quack, quack, 
quack. (repeat chorus) 

Home from the river they would come, 
Wibble, wobble, wibble., wobble, 
Ho hum hum. 
But the one little duck with the feather 
on its back  
He led the others with a quack, quack, 
quack. (repeat chorus) 

This Is My Garden 
(fingerplay chant) 
This is my garden; I’ll rake it with care. 
(rake hand) 
These are the seeds I’ll plant in there. 
(place seeds) 
The sun will shine; the rain will fall. 
(make sun with arms; shake hands) 
The seeds will sprout and grow up tall. 
(fingers rise)  

Do You Know the Fishermen 
Do you know the fishermen, the 
fishermen, the fishermen, 
Do you know the fishermen who cast 
nets in the water? 
vs. 2 – Yes, I know the fishermen 
vs. 3 – We are all God’s fishermen 

I’m Going to Kentucky 
I’m going to Kentucky, 
I’m going to the fair, 
To see a senorita 
With flowers in her hair, 
Oh, shake it, baby, shake it, 
Shake it all you can, 
Shake it like a milkshake 
And drink it if you can, 
Glug, glug, glug, 
Oh, rumble to the bottom, 
Now rumble to the top 
Then turn around and turn around, 
And turn until you stop! 

Miss Mary Mack 
Miss Mary Mack, Mack, Mack 
All dressed in black, black, black 
With silver buttons, buttons, buttons 
All down her back, back, back. 
She asked her mother, mother, mother 
For fifty cents, cents, cents 
To see the elephants, elephants, 
elephants 
Jump the fence, fence, fence. 
They jumped so high, high, high 
They touched the sky, sky, sky 
And didn't come back, back, back 
Till the 4th of July, ly, ly! 

Obwisana 
(Tap stick or rock on floor to the beat.) 
Obwisana sa nana, obwisana sa 
Obwisana sa nana, obwisana sa  

Amigos de Cristo 
Amigos de Cristo, we’re friends of the 
Lord, 
Amigos de Cristo, we’re friends of the 
Lord, 
For we’ve been forgiven and we’ve 
been restored, 
Amigos de Cristo, we’re friends of the 
Lord. 

Sweetly Sings the Donkey 
Sweetly sings the donkey 
At the break of day. 
If you do not feed him; 
This is what he’ll say. 
Hee Haw!  Hee Haw! 
Hee Haw!  Hee Haw!  Hee Haw! 

The Ants Go Marching 
The ants go marching one by one. 
Hoorah! Hoorah! 
The ants go marching one by one. 
Hoorah! Hoorah! 
The ants go marching one by one; 
The little one stops to suck his thumb, 
And they all go marching down into 
the ground 
To get out of the rain. 
Boom, boom, boom, boom! 

Go Now in Peace 
Go now in peace, 
Go now in peace, 
May the love of God surround you,  
Everywhere, everywhere you may go. 


