
Ready for 
Kindergarten?

Pre-K teachers Lindy Parrales 
and Andrea Girimonte will lead 
a Kindergarten Readiness 
Discussion on Wed., Jan. 20, at 
9:40 AM in Room 200. This 
workshop will provide helpful 
tips and info for caregivers for 
children from two to five. 
(Children not in class may 
attend with caregivers.) 

Our teachers will discuss the 
variety of skills schools are 
looking for in incoming 
kindergarteners. They will also 
share suggestions for activities 
families can do at home to 
prepare children. The 
discussion, in addition to 
conferences, may also help 
with deciding on placement 
for next year. 
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Slide of the Penguins. Mrs. Cunningham’s Early Pre-K 3 class sharpened 
their cutting skills by creating these playful penguins.

Blocks Build Kids’ Academic Skills

The Blocks Center is one of GSLP’s most popular play spots, and 
it just so happens to educate children in every subject. 

It all starts with wooden blocks – chunky squares, rectangles, and 
triangles, plus wedges, cylinders, and more to use in building 
amazing towns, zoos, and interstate highway systems. Road 
signs, cars and trucks, multicultural figures, and animal toys help 
constructions come to life. Books inspire building plans, and 
pencils and paper are available to label creations. 

Kids learn math here through identifying shapes and using them 
to create patterns. They also count and sort blocks. Kids can also 
compare block lengths or tower heights to learn measurement. 

And math is only the beginning! Kids sharpen science skills 
through observing what happens when they stack blocks or send 
a model car down a ramp. They build literacy by creating or 
retelling stories with these toys. Kids also re-enact scripts from 
everyday life, such as driving or working, to grow in social 
studies. Working cooperatively to build promotes social and 
emotional growth. Plus, constructing things builds creativity and 
problem solving, building higher-level thinking skills. 

Open-ended toys like blocks are great for promoting learning at 
school and at home! Consider investing in your own blocks to 
keep the learning going.

A mission of Good 
Shepherd Lutheran 
Church - goserve.net
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Teddy Bear Invasion at GSLP!

It’s time for the teddy bears to have their picnic!  

GSLP will celebrate Teddy Bear Days on Jan. 14 
and 15. Children will bring their favorite teddy 
bear (or other stuffed animal or doll) to school to 
participate in several fun class activities. Some 
classes may plan a real teddy bear picnic; others 
might ask kids to come to school in pajamas. 
Check class bulletin boards for specific info. 

Please have your child bring only one stuffed 
friend and label each toy with your child’s name. 

Bundle Up – It’s Cold Out There!

Classes go outside every day, weather 
permitting. Please send your child in a heavy 
winter coat, hat, mittens (not five-finger gloves), 
and, especially if there is snow on the ground, 
warm winter boots. Put pants or heavy leggings 
under dresses. Please label ALL coats, hats, and 
mittens. Children often have trouble identifying 
their own items when they get mixed up. 

Shoe Drive for the Judy Center

Thank you to the families who contributed to the 
Creativity Bags Drive and provided more than 70 
Judy Center kids with an extra special Christmas! 

GSLP’s outreach efforts this month will focus on 
collecting shoes. Several children at the Judy 
Center do not have well-fitting, warm shoes or 
boots to keep their feet toasty during the winter.  

If you have gently used shoes or boots that your 
children have outgrown, please drop them off in 
the preschool office. Thank you for your 
generosity!

Join Us for Character Breakfast! 
It’s time for another fun weekend family event! 
Bring the family to Good Shepherd Preschool on 
Sat., Jan. 23 from 9-10 AM in Shepherd’s Hall for a 
Character Breakfast! 

Good Shepherd Preschool and GSLC Youth are 
working together to offer this fun event featuring 
your child’s favorite characters from storybooks 
and movies. Bring all the siblings along to enjoy a 
fruit and waffle bar, play, and make crafts, all while 
interacting and taking photos with volunteers 

dressed up as fairy tale friends and superheroes. 
We encourage kids to come in costume as well! 

If you will attend, please let us know by Jan. 21 
at rsvp@goserve.net or 
gspreschool@outlook.com. We ask that 

attendees consider a free-will donation of 
$5-10 per person to help with the costs of 

the event and to support GSLC Youth 
activities in thanks for their efforts. 

Please let us know if you have any 
questions. We hope to see you there!

News You 
Can Use! 
Insider Info for GSLP Families

Rock Solid Skills. Mrs. Stockton’s STEAM Pre-K mapped 
out everything they knew about rocks as they started a 
new study.
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Conferences FAQ

When are winter conferences? 
Winter conferences will start on 
Jan. 26. Check your class bulletin 
board for exact dates and times. 

What will we discuss?  
Conferences are an opportunity 
to discuss how your child is 
progressing in all curriculum 
areas, including social-emotional, 
motor, and academic skills. 

How can we prepare? 
Teachers will soon send home a 
questionnaire that asks about 
your child’s feelings about 
school, interests, and areas where 
your child may need assistance. 
Please return surveys by Jan. 15. 

What will we see at conferences? 
Teachers will go over the 
questionnaire, progress reports, 
photos of your child engaged in 
learning activities, and work 
samples demonstrating progress. 

How do we sign up for a time? 
Check your class bulletin board 
for sign-up sheets. Times go fast, 
so have a few backup choices in 
mind. 

What if listed times don’t work? 
Conferences are important, and it 
is impossible for teachers to 
show your children’s growth 
through photos and work 
samples over the phone. It is 
expected that you will make time 
in your schedule for conferences. 

Where will my child be?  
Children will be in their regular 
classes with their usual assistant 
teacher and a trained substitute.

2016-2017 Enrollment Information 
It’s registration time again! Blue 2016-2017 enrollment 
applications are going home now in Early Pre-K 2 and 3 students’ 
tote bags. Returning pre-K families and families wishing to enroll 
younger siblings of current students should stop by the office or 
visit our website (gslp-gaithersburg.org) anytime for forms.  

Registration forms must be returned to the preschool office before 
3 PM on Tues., Feb. 9. Church members, current students, and 
siblings of current and former students receive priority placement 
in classes ONLY if forms are received by Feb. 9. Community 
members who turn in applications by Feb. 9 receive the next 
priority in placement. After Feb. 9, ALL applications, including 
community applications, are processed on a first-come, first served 
basis. Don’t miss out on priority enrollment! 

Teacher assignments are not made until after the end of the school 
year. Teacher assignments should not be assumed to remain the 
same and should not be considered when choosing a class. 

The office will send home class placement notifications the week 
of Feb. 15. Once you have been notified of your class placement, a 
nonrefundable $80 registration fee and nonrefundable first tuition 
payment are due to the office along with a signed enrollment 
agreement by Fri., Feb. 26 in order to reserve the spot.  

2016-2017 GSLP Class Offerings

Early Pre-Kindergarten 2 (Age 2 by March 1, 2016) 
2-Day Early Pre-K 2, M/W 9:30 AM–12 PM ($215/payment*)  
2-Day Early Pre-K 2, T/Th 9:30 AM–12 PM ($215/payment*) 
 Lunch Plus Enrichment Option: Extend T/Th to 1:30 for $75/payment* 

Early Pre-Kindergarten 3 (Age 3 by Sept. 1, 2016) 
2-Day Extended Early Pre-K 3, T/Th 9:30 AM–1:30 PM ($250/payment*) 
3-Day Early Pre-K 3, T/Th/F 9:30 AM–1:30 PM ($265/payment*) 
 Lunch Plus Enrichment Option: Extend T/Th to 1:30 for $75/payment* 
3-Day Extended Early Pre-K 3, M/W/F 9:30 AM–1:30 PM ($340/payment*) 

Pre-Kindergarten (Age 4 by Sept. 1, 2016) 
3-Day Extended Pre-K, M/W/F 9:30 AM–1:30 PM ($335/payment*) 
5-Day Extended Pre-K, M-F 9:30 AM–1:30 PM ($505/payment*) 
4-Day STEAM Pre-K, M-Th 12:30–3 PM ($260/payment*) 
 Features Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Math curriculum.  
 STEAM Early Entrance Option: Students must be age 4 by Oct. 15, 2015 
 
*Tuition is paid in nine installments.



Home + School Connection Newsletter January 2016

Good Shepherd Lutheran Preschool �4

Keep Children Safe in the Parking Lot

Young children are constantly coming and going in the GSLP 
parking lot. Here’s how you can help protect them:  

1. Drive slowly and carefully while in the parking lot. Young 
children can dart out unexpectedly from between cars.  

2. Hold the hands of all children in your care when walking in 
the lot. It’s easier for drivers to see adults than small kids. 

3. Never leave kids in the car when coming into school! Get 
to know the other parents in your child’s class and add them 
to your authorized pickup list. If an extra hand is unavailable, 
call the office if you need someone to walk a child out to your 
vehicle. 

4. Never let a child stand outside the car while you buckle or 
unbuckle another. Have kids wait inside the car while you 
handle safety seats. 

5. Pay close attention to children when chatting in front of the 
school. Kids can quickly wander into traffic while a care 
provider is distracted.

Community Activities 
Discovery Sports Center at the 
Maryland SoccerPlex in Germantown 
opens its doors to children age 1 to 
10 (infants are free) to run around 
and play every Monday, Tuesday, and 
Thursday from 10 AM–12 PM through 
Mar. 31. Entry is $2 per child and 
requires no reservation. Feel free to 
bring along toys and games, too. 
Supervision is required. For more 
info, visit www.mdsoccerplex.org/
programs/playtime/  

Registration is now open for Mar-Lu-
Ridge Summer Camp 2016. In 
addition to many camping options 
for older kids, Mar-Lu-Ridge offers 
Family Camp June 22-25 and July 
27-30. Family Camp includes three 
days of family-friendly activities, free 
time to explore on your own, and a 
stay in an air-conditioned motel 
room. To learn more, including about 
scholarships for campers, visit 
www.mar-lu-ridge.org. 

The Cabin John Ice Rink at 10610 
Westlake Dr. in Rockville offers a 
Parent and Tot Skate for children 4 
and younger with caregivers every 
Wednesday and Friday from 10:15 to 
11:15 AM. Regular admission plus 
skates is $3.50. For more info, visit 
http://www.montgomeryparks.org/
enterprise/ice/cabin_john/

Cinnamon-Sugar Teddy Bear Biscuits

1 7.5-oz. tube buttermilk biscuit dough (with 10 biscuits)  
1 egg, lightly beaten 
2 tbsp. sugar mixed with ¼ tsp. cinnamon 

Use one biscuit for the body. Cut another to make two arms and two legs, and another 
to make a head and two ears. Place pieces next to body to form a bear. Brush with 
egg. Sprinkle with cinnamon sugar. Bake at 425 degrees for 8-10 minutes.

O Christmas Tree. Mrs. West’s Early Pre-K 3 decorated sparkly trees.



Home + School Connection Newsletter January 2016

Good Shepherd Lutheran Preschool �5

Wednesday Worship

Seeking weeknight spiritual 
renewal? Come for WOW: 
Worship on Wednesday, 7 PM at 
Good Shepherd. Come 
experience innovative worship 
friendly to all denominations and 
share dinner with friends. Hope 
to see you there! Schedule: 
Dinner Church: Jan. 6; Holden 
Evening Prayer: Jan. 13; Evening 
Eucharist: Jan. 20; Taizé: Jan. 27.

📚       📖      📘      📖   📚       Book Nook  📚       📖      📘      📖   📚  

Corduroy, by Don Freeman: This classic picture book tells the story 
of a teddy bear in a department store who goes on a quest to find 
the missing button from his overalls so that a little girl will finally 
take him home. A great read for Teddy Bear Days!  

The Snowy Day, by Ezra Jack Keats: This Caldecott winner tells the 
story of a little boy who wakes up to find it has snowed. Children 
can easily relate to the feeling of magic and wonder that comes 
with exploring a snowy world. 

The Biggest, Best Snowman, by Margery Cuyler: Little Nell’s family 
always tells her she’s too small to do things with them. Nell and her 
animal friends then work together to build an enormous snowman 
in the woods, convincing at least some of the big people that Nell 
can be a big help. 

Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See?, by Bill Martin Jr. and 
Eric Carle: This simple rhythmic, rhyming book is fun for kids to 
chant along to, and the illustrations are colorful collages. Polar 
Bear, Polar Bear, What Do You Hear? is another good choice.

Maryland’s pre-kindergarten standards provide 
some insight into what schools look for in students 
entering kindergarten. GSLP, as a state-accredited 
school, keeps up to date on the evolving standards 
that are used for evaluating rising kindergarteners 
and uses this knowledge to inform our practice. 
Here is some guidance on what to look for when 
deciding if your child is ready for kindergarten: 

• Shows curiosity about what is new and different. 
• Identifies and communicates feelings and ideas 

with complete sentences. 
• Demonstrates self-direction and independence in 

self-care tasks and class activities. 
• Follows basic health and safety rules. 
• Demonstrates memory of the past and the ability 

to apply it to new situations. 
• Carries out three-step directions independently.  
• Makes and keeps friends.  
• Can control impulses and delay gratification. 
• Is excited about school and learning. 

• Understands concepts about print (such as how 
to hold a book, knowing that the words tell the 
story, and which direction you follow to read text). 

• Identifies at least 30 alphabet letters. 
• Writes random uppercase and lowercase letters. 
• Recognizes and writes own name. 
• Matches letters with their most common sounds. 
• Identifies spoken words that share initial sounds. 
• Identifies rhyming words. 
• Counts at least 10 objects, pointing to each one. 
• Makes groups of up to 5 items and tells how 

many are in the group without having to recount.  
• Recognizes numerals and connects them to the 

correct quantity of objects. 
• Draws a person with recognizable features. 
• Recognizes and draws simple geometric shapes. 
• Uses scissors with confidence and purpose. 

For tips on how to help your child get ready for 
kindergarten, visit www.readyatfive.org. 

Learn to Recognize the Signs of Kindergarten Readiness

Wave! Mrs. Parrales’s Pre-K’s class flag.
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January Songs and Finger Plays 
The Bear Went Over the Mountain 
The bear went over the mountain 
The bear went over the mountain 
The bear went over the mountain 
To see what he could see 
To see what he could see 
To see what he could see 
The bear went over the mountain 
The bear went over the mountain 
The bear went over the mountain 
To see what he could see 

Four Little Snowmen Fat 
Four little snowmen fat, 
Each had a funny hat. 
Out came the sun 
And melted one. 
What a sad thing was that! 
(Continue with 3 little snowmen, etc.) 

Good Morning 
“Good morning,” said the sun. 
“Good morning,” said the sun. 
“I'll be shining on you all day long.” 
“Good evening,” said the moon, 
“Good evening,” said the moon. 
“I'll be dreaming with you all night 
long.” 

Sing It Once More 
Early in the morning, jumping out of 
bed, 
Reaching up my arms way over my 
head, 
Eating up my breakfast, running out 
the door, 
If you like the song, I'll sing it once 
more!  

Teddy Bear 
Teddy Bear, Teddy Bear, turn around, 
Teddy Bear, Teddy Bear, touch the 
ground, 
Teddy Bear, Teddy Bear, show your 
shoe, 
Teddy Bear, Teddy Bear, that will do. 
Teddy Bear, Teddy Bear, go upstairs, 
Teddy Bear, Teddy Bear, say your 
prayers, 
Teddy Bear, Teddy Bear, turn out the 
lights, 
Teddy Bear, Teddy Bear, say good 
night! 

We’re Gonna Go, Go Tell About Jesus 
We’re gonna go, go tell about Jesus 
Go, go tell about Jesus, 
Go, go tell about Jesus 
Everywhere we go. 
vs. 2: We’re gonna go, go sing about 
Jesus 
vs. 3: We’re gonna go, go shout about 
Jesus 
vs. 4: We’re gonna go, show how we 
love Jesus 

When I Was a Shoemaker 
When I was a shoemaker, a 
shoemaker was I,  
I went this a-way, and this a-way and 
this a-way went I. 
vs. 2: When I was a firefighter –  
vs. 3: When I was a doctor – 
(Make up verses and create actions.) 

Zacchaeus 
Zacchaeus was a wee little man, a wee 
little man was he. 
He climbed up in a sycamore tree for 
the Lord he wanted to see. 
And as the savior passed that way he 
looked up in the tree 
And he said, “Zacchaeus, please come 
down, for I’m going to your house 
today, 
“For I’m going to your house today.” 

Thumb in the Thumb Place 
Thumb in the thumb place, 
Fingers all together 
This is the song we 
Sing in mitten weather. 
Whether it’s sunny 
Or it’s snowy weather, 
Thumb in the thumb place 
Fingers all together 

Jesus Worked 
Jesus worked in many ways 
Helping Joseph in his shop, 
And his hammer went tap tap tap 
As he worked each day. 
vs. 2: Jesus worked in many ways 
Helping Joseph in his shop. 
And his saw went buzz, buzz, buzz 
As he worked each day. 
vs. 3: Jesus worked in many ways 
Helping Joseph in his shop, 
And his plane went swish, swish, swish 
As he worked each day


