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Solid Social-Emotional Skills Foster Success 
On Friday, February 27, GSLP’s 5-Day Pre-Kindergarten teacher, Mrs. 
Karen Munzer, will present a workshop on the social and emotional 
development of preschool children.  

As further explained on page 3, social and emotional skills are the 
cornerstone of kindergarten readiness, forming the foundation for all 
academic learning. During the workshop, Mrs. Munzer will explore major 
theories of child development and what these theories for children’s 
behavior and ability to thrive in school. 

Mrs. Munzer will look closely at children’s developing conflict-resolution 
skills during the discussion. Conflict resolution skills are necessary for 
young children to navigate nearly every social and classroom situation, 
and building strong conflict-resolution skills goes hand in hand with 
building the problem-solving skills necessary for academic success. 

Workshop participants will learn about strategies useful for dealing with 
social and emotional issues encountered by parents, caregivers, and 
teachers of preschoolers. Parents who attended this workshop last year 
engaged in a lively discussion of helpful techniques and helped each 
other solve behavior-management problems. 

As the workshop will be given only once, GSLP students not in class on 
Friday morning are welcome to attend with their parents or caregivers. 
Younger siblings of GSLP students also are welcome. Sign-up sheets for 
the workshop will be posted on classroom bulletin boards soon. Please 
be sure to add your name to the list if you plan to attend. 
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March of the (Abstract) Penguins: Mrs. Cunningham’s threes used stamps to 
paint this wintry background. They used sponges to create black and white 
designs that, with strategically placed eyes and beaks, became penguins! 

Chapels: 
Tues., Feb. 10 at 11:30 (Classes 2G & 2P) and 
12:45 (Classes 3, 6, & 8) 
Wed., Feb. 11 at 9:45 (Classes 4, 5, 7, & 9) 
Tues., Feb. 24 at 11:30 (Classes 2G & 2P) and 
12:45 (Classes 3, 6, & 8) 
Wed., Feb. 25 at 9:45 (Classes 4, 5, 7, & 9) 

Social-Emotional Skills Workshop: Feb. 27, at 
9:40 in Room 200 

Family Storytime: Feb. 18 at 9:30 in Room 200 

Staff Meeting: Feb. 18. Classes 5 & 7 end at 12; 
Class 8 and LPE do not meet. 

Valentine’s Day Parties: Feb. 12 and Feb. 13 

Presidents’ Day (GSLP Closed): Feb. 16 

Registrations for 2015-2016 Due: Feb. 9 

Movie Night: Feb. 6 
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Happy Valentine’s Day, Mouse!: Planning to make 
homemade valentines this year? Read this story about 
Mouse, who makes each of his friends a valentine as 
special and unique as they are. 

Sweet Hearts: This book tells the story of all the hearts 
one panda gives his family members for Valentine’s Day. It 
includes an introduction on the history of the holiday, a 
tutorial on making your own paper hearts, and lovely 
paper-cut illustrations. 

Valentine’s Day: This story features all the children in one 
classroom making special Valentine’s Day cards for their 
classmate Michiko, who has gone to Japan. Each 
valentine represents some special memory they have 
featuring their classmate. Michiko returns the favor by 
sending her class a box full of origami valentines to share 
how much she misses them, too. 

Read-Aloud Bible Stories: Mark the 
season of Lent with your child by 
sharing tales from the Bible using 
this series, found in all GSLP 
classrooms. These very simplified 
tales feature easy, repetitive text 
for young readers and lots of 
illustrations.  

Preschool Family Movie Night! 
Join us on Friday, February 6, for this FREE event!  
See The Book of Life (PG) or The Boxtrolls (PG) and 
enjoy toys such as imaginary play and building sets. 

6 PM – Pizza dinner in the Lobby (bring a side/dessert) 
6:30 PM – Movies in Shepherd’s Hall and Sanctuary 

RSVP to gspreschool@outlook.com! 

Good to Know! 
Insider Information for GSLP Families  

Secure Your Child’s Spot for Next Year! 
Priority registration for church members and current and 
alumni families end on Monday, Feb. 9. Families will learn 
their child’s placement for next year by Tuesday, Feb. 17. 
Payment of one month’s tuition is due by Friday, Feb. 20, 
in order to reserve your spot. 

If you have not yet returned your registration form, please 
do so soon as spaces in popular classes fill quickly.     

 

Valentine’s Day at School: Tips and Guidelines 

Classes will enjoy Valentine’s Day parties on Feb. 13 and 
14. Check class calendars and bulletin boards for 
information about times, volunteer opportunities, and 
supply requests. 

Each student should bring a small card for each member 
of the class plus themselves. Follow these guidelines: 

Classes 2G, 2P, 3, 4, and 5: 12 cards  
Classes 6, 8, and 9: 14 cards  
Class 7: 16 cards 

Buy a box of cards meant for handing out to classmates at 
dollar or discount stores or check out our card-crafting tips 
on page 4. Have your child sign their name to each card. 
Please do not address the cards to members of the class. 

While it is OK to attach a small candy or novelty item to 
cards, please do not contribute large goodie bags. Please 
also ensure that any candy is nut and peanut free. 
Valentines will be sealed in bags and sent home for 
parents to inspect. Teachers will not be inspecting items. 

 

Classes Seeking Cans, Caps, and Tubes 
Mrs. Forcey and Mrs. Ganz’s threes class needs clean, 
empty metal coffee cans, with or without lids. Any size can 
will be warmly welcomed. They also are seeking clean 
detergent caps of any color or size. Please drop off 
donations in PS 2 or the office. 

GSLP also needs to rebuild its stores of paper towel tubes. 
Classes use these paper tubes for many art projects 
throughout the year. Please drop empty tubes off in the 
preschool office. Thanks! 
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Community Corner 
Giving Warmth, Food, and Shelter 
Our friends upstairs at Good Shepherd 
Church always welcome Preschool families to 
join in their community outreach. 

Gaithersburg and Germantown HELP:  The 
bottom cupboards of the Collection Center in 
the church lobby (just to the right of the front 
doors when you walk inside) accept year-
round donations for our local food pantries. 
The pantries accept all nonperishable goods 
but are particularly interested in hearty, 
nutritious items such as peanut butter and 
jelly, pasta and sauce, canned chunky soups 
and stews, and tinned fish and meats. 

Men’s Shelter: A team of church members 
and other volunteers serves dinner twice 
monthly at the E. Gude Drive men’s shelter 
operated by MoCo Coalition for the Homeless. 
Visit http://bit.ly/1q1WZfw to sign up to 
donate a dish or packaged item. 

Summer Camp Registration Info 
It’s time to sign up for summer camp! Visit 
recweb.montgomerycountymd.gov to sign up 
for Summer 2015 camps, including Preschool 
and Kindergarten camps for kids ages 2 to 6 
and Little People Centers for kids ages 4 to 5. 
Visit montgomerycountymd.gov/rec/ for info. 
See gaithersburgmd.gov/leisure/camps to 
learn about Gaithersburg’s kids’ camps, and 
mark your calendars for Aug. 3-7 for Vacation 
Bible School right here at Good Shepherd. 

Zacchaeus Was a 
Wee Little Engineer: 
Mrs. Girimonte’s 
STEAM pre-K 
investigated simple 
machines in January. 
They created a better 
way for Zacchaeus to 
get up into that 
sycamore tree to see 
Jesus – a pulley 
system! The class 
has also crafted 
catapults for some 
fun rounds of 
pompom Angry Birds. 

Family Storytime 

Wednesday, February 18 
9:30–10:30 AM 
Rm. 204/206 

Come join us for 
playtime, songs, 
and puppets! 
Parents (or 
grandparents) 
and children age 
1 to 4 can come 
together to enjoy 
this family event. 

Personal and Social Skills are Key to School Success 
At the Kindergarten Readiness Workshop held in January, parents 
voiced questions, shared concerns, and received information about 
what schools expect of incoming kindergarteners and about the 
upcoming kindergarten orientations. 

Academic accomplishments such as learning the ABC’s and 123’s are 
just a small part of kindergarten readiness. In fact, it’s far more 
important for incoming kindergarteners to sharpen their personal and 
social skills, which are the foundation for school success. 

Kindergarteners are expected to: 

• work independently, 
• follow directions, 
• stay in their own space, 
• know when to ask for help and when to figure things out 

independently, 
• handle going to special classes such as music and art with 

someone other than the classroom teacher, 
• take care of all personal needs such as toileting and dressing 

in outerwear, 
• load their own backpacks,  
• feed themselves lunch in a relatively short amount of time,  
• make new friends,  
• ride the bus, 
• work through difficulties with other children, 
• deal with the “pecking order” on the playground, and more. 

To succeed in school, students must handle all these personal and 
social tasks while also learning the academic curriculum. Thus, social-
emotional development is very important in assessing whether a child 
is kindergarten ready or would benefit from another year of pre-K. 

 
Panera Bread Dough for Funds vouchers are available 
from the office! Save 44% or more on baked goods! 



 

 
4 

Vol. 24, Issue 6: February 2015 
 

GSLP Home + School Connection 

Safety Drills FAQ 
 

Sweet Treat: Valentine Tortilla Roll-Ups 
Medium-size tortillas 
Strawberry cream cheese 
Strawberry jam 
Spread a tortilla with strawberry cream cheese. Top with a layer 
of strawberry jam. Carefully roll the tortilla up like a sushi roll. 
Cut into one-inch pieces to make festive-looking pinwheels for 
a fun Valentine’s Day snack. 
Substitute your favorite cream cheese or jam to mix it up! 

Valentine’s Day provides a great at-home learning opportunity for preschool 
students. Children can work on many skills while creating homemade 
Valentine cards with you, whether you collaborate on an elaborate Pinterest-
inspired craft or just let your child loose on construction paper and doilies. 

Cutting: Children need lots of practice with scissors to master cutting smoothly 
and on a line. Teach your child to fold paper in half, draw half a heart with the 
fold at the middle, and then cut along the line to create easy heart-shaped 
cards. (You’ll get embedded lessons in shapes and symmetry as a bonus!) 
Alternatively, pull out extra red or foil wrapping paper from Christmas and let 
your child cut it into small pieces. Glue these pieces on your cards to create a 
shiny collage. You can also pick up paper punches or a pair of Fiskars crazy 
cutting scissors to give your Valentines decorative edges.  

Painting: Have your child paint several pieces of paper with swirls of holiday 
colors such as red and pink. Use foam brushes to coat stampers in bright 
colors, and then stamp the front of each card. Cut out heart- or flower-shaped 
cards from the dried paintings. Painting builds hand strength, art skills, and 
creativity. It can also be a sensory experience should if you fingerpaint or a 
science experiment if you provide primary colors for your child to mix. 

Glitter, Stickers, Pipe Cleaners, and More: Provide a variety of materials for 
your child to explore. Let them flex their creative muscles by trying out ways to 
combine them and let them sharpen their problem-solving skills by figuring out 
the best way to turn two heart-shaped doilies into a butterfly. 

Writing: Don’t forget the most important part! Guide your child in writing their 
name on each masterpiece. It’s good practice both for proficient name writers 
and for beginning scribblers. 

Make Valentines for Fun and Practice 
 

Throughout the year, GSLP guides 
students through important safety drills. 

Why does GSLP do safety drills? 
Safety drills help the students 
understand the safety routines that are 
necessary in the event of an emergency. 

What drills does GSLP do? 
Students experience monthly fire drills, 
as well as relocation and storm drills. 

What happens during a fire drill? 
Students and teachers quickly exit the 
building and walk to the far end of the 
parking lot. Teachers carry out students’ 
medication and emergency information. 

What is the purpose of a relocation 
drill? 
If it becomes necessary to evacuate 
GSLP’s building, students will know to 
follow their teachers to Epworth United 
Methodist, the church next door. In a 
real emergency, parents would pick up 
children from either Epworth or the 
alternate evacuation site, Gaithersburg 
Presbyterian Church.  

What happens in a storm drill? 
Students move to the far end of the 
center hallway area and sit along the 
walls until released back into rooms. 

Why are there so many drills? 
With practice, even the youngest 
children learn to stay together, stay 
organized, and get out the door faster. 

How does GSLP keep aware of weather 
emergencies? 
GSLP has an alert radio in the office to 
keep staff aware of any developing 
tornados or other weather emergencies. 

What are some other precautions GSLP 
takes to keep children safe in an 
emergency? 
Keeping your children safe at all times 
is GSLP’s top priority. All staff members 
are trained in first aid and CPR. Many 
staff members have also a completed a 
medication administration class. GSLP 
also maintains a supply of food and 
water should students need to be 
sheltered at GSLP or at a relocation site. 

Paint the Ceiling: Mrs. Allen’s class learned about how Michaelangelo 
painted the Sistine Chapel ceiling and then put their own imaginations to 
work, laying under table “roofs” and painting while lying on their backs. 
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During February, the children will be talking in chapel about 
God creating our beautiful world and everything in it. Part of 
that chapel will be talking about our important role as 
caretakers of God’s creation. 

Classes will look for ways to reduce waste at school, such as 
using fewer paper towels, drawing on both sides of the 
paper, turning off lights when leaving the classroom, 
and turning off the water after washing hands. 
Teachers will also ask children to look 
for ways that they can reduce their 
use of natural resources at home. 

Learning to reuse things takes 
imagination and creative thinking 
– skills that are important for 
children to build to be ready for 
kindergarten! Start saving items 
before they hit the wastebasket 
to build a craft supply box for 
your children: colorful paper and 
fabric scraps, stamps, buttons, 
plastic bottle caps, toilet paper 
and paper towel tubes, cardboard 
boxes, and clean, empty containers 
from sherbet, whipped topping, or 

2

butter spreads. Kids can turn this “trash” into eye-popping 
collages, festive Easter baskets, or pretend model cars and 
robots. 

Be sure to ask for your child’s help in filling the green or blue 
plastic tubs for the weekly recycling pick-up. Montgomery 
County requires separating paper from plastic and metal, so 

take the opportunity to teach your child how to sort 
these items. You’ll be building their math skills 

as well as their eco-consciousness!  

 Next time you visit the park, take an 
extra bag to bring home cans or 

bottles that you find while there 
and recycle them when you return 
home. Or, consider purchasing a 
pick-up tool from the discount or 
home-improvement store that 
your child can use to pick up litter 
from the curb near your home. 
These tools are helpful for building 

up the small muscles in children’s 
hands that they use for writing. 

Caring for the environment benefits 
us all. 

  

Ash Wednesday Service for Children on Feb. 18 
Stop, look, and listen (to God)! Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
will offer a family-friendly Ash Wednesday service on Wed., Feb. 18. 
Families with young children will come together at 6 PM in 
Shepherd’s Hall for a pizza dinner, and then the short, child-friendly 
service with imposition of ashes will start at 6:45. A traditional Ash 
Wednesday service will also be available at 7:30 in the sanctuary. 

Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle to Teach Care for the Earth 

Snowy Days: Mrs. Forcey’s threes created a tangle 
of colorful mittens, and Mrs. Parrales’s threes 
designed their own red sleds and wintry scenes. 

Menu 
Bread: Foccacia Bread or French Rolls  
Soup: Minestrone, Tomato, or Tortilla  
Salad: Garden or Caesar  
Entree: Lasagna (meat or vegetarian) or 
Chicken Marsala  
Dessert: Raspberry Swirl Cheesecake, Black 
Forest Cake, Lemon Dream Pie, or Hot Fudge 
Brownie Sundae  

Come enjoy a  

Valentin
e’s Day Dinner  

served by Good Shepherd Youth! 

Donations benefit GSLC Youth’s trip to the ELCA Youth Gathering.  
Reserve your table today by emailing rsvp@goserve.net. 

Sat., Feb. 14 
6–8:30 PM 
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Will You Be My Valentine? 
Will you be my valentine, valentine, valentine? 
Will you be my valentine? I love you! 
Yes, I’ll be your valentine, valentine, valentine, 
Yes, I’ll be your valentine, I love you! 

Red Heart Says I Love You 
Red heart says I love you, 
Red heart says I love you, 
Red heart says I love you,  
Blue heart says I love you too! 
vs. 2:  Blue heart says….. 
(Continue with all the colors and end with) 
All the colors say we love you, too! 

Skidamarink 
Skidamarink a dinky dink 
Skidamarink a doo 
I love you! 
(repeat) 
I love you in the morning, 
And in the afternoon, 
I love you in the evening 
And underneath  the moon, 
Oh, skidamarink a dinky dink 
Skidamarink a doo, 
I love you – too 
Boo – boopy do – yeah! 

I Love You Little 
I love you little, 
I love you lots! 
My love for you would fill ten pots 
Fifteen buckets, sixteen cans, 
Three teacups and four dishpans! 

I’m Gonna Wrap Myself All Up 
I’m gonna wrap myself all up in paper, 
I’m gonna stick myself all over with glue 
Put a stamp on the top of my head – LICK! 
And send myself right over to you. 
vs. 2:  Take off all that wrapping paper, 
Take that stamp right off of my head – RIP! 
Fill me up with ice cream sundaes 
Glug, Glug, Glue 
And put me in my nice warm bed. 

Reduce, Reuse, Recycle 
Reduce, reuse, recycle, recycle, recycle, 
Reduce, reuse, recycle, it’s easy to do, 
For your world is my world  
And my world is your world 
Reduce, reuse, recycle,  
It’s easy to do. 

 

February Songs and Fingerplays for Parents 

2

Recycle Means Use It Again 
Recycle means use it again, 
Shout it to your family and your friends, 
Recycle means use it again, 
And we’ll have a clean, green world in the end. 

Psalm 8 
The Lord is great!  Everybody sing,  
La, la, la, alleluia! 
The Lord made us, everybody sing, 
La, la, la, alleluia! 
God made the beasts, the birds in the trees, 
The fish in the water and God made me. 
The Lord is great!  Everybody sing 
La, la, la, alleluia! 

The Lord is My Shepherd 
The Lord is my shepherd, 
I’ll walk with him always. 
He knows me and he loves me, 
I’ll walk with him always. 
Always, always, I’ll walk with Him always. 
(repeat) 

He’s Got the Whole World 
He’s got the whole world in His hands, 
(repeat 3 times) 
vs. 2:  He's got the boys and the girls 
vs. 3:  He's got the moms and the dads 
vs. 4:  children make up 

His Love For Me 
His love is higher than the mountains, 
Deeper than the sea, 
Wider than the heavens 
Jesus’ precious love for me, 
How wonderful, how can it be? 
How wonderful, His love for me! 

My God is So Great 
My God is so great, so strong and so mighty, 
There’s nothing my God cannot do! 
(repeat) 
The mountains are His, the rivers are His, 
The starts are His handiwork, too. 
My God is so great, so strong and so mighty, 
There’s nothing my God cannot do - for you! 

Love, Love, Love 
Love, love, love, that’s what it’s all about, 
‘Cause God loves us, we love each other, 
Mother, Father, Sister, Brother, 
Everybody sing and shout 
Because that’s what it’s all about, 
It’s about love, love, love, 
It’s about love, love, love. 
 


